19" Century Slang
1. Academy Headache

“When art became fashionable to a severe degree this malady appeared,” Ware explained. “[NJow
applied generically to headaches acquired at any art galleries.”

2. Afternoonified

A society word meaning “smart.” Ware demonstrated the usage: “The goods are not
'afternoonified' enough for me.”

3. Amen Corner
A California term for a church.
4. Arf’arf’an’arf

Afigure of speech used to describe drunken men. “[He’s] very arfarfanarf,” Ware wrote, “meaning
that he had many ‘arfs,’” or half-pints of booze.

5. Back Slang It

Thieves used this term to indicate that they wanted “to go out the back way.” (Back slang was also
a type of slang popular in the Victorian era.)

6. Bags 0’ Mystery

An 1850 term for sausages, “because no man but the maker knows what is in them,” according to
Ware. “The ‘bag’ refers to the gut which contained the chopped meat.”

7. Bang Up to the Elephant

This phrase originated in London in 1882, and meant “perfect, complete, unapproachable.”
8. Batty-fang

Low London phrase meaning “to thrash thoroughly,” possibly from the French battre a fin.
9. Basket of Oranges

This phrase, which referred to a pretty woman, originated in Australia before making its way to
England. “A metaphor founded on another metaphor,” Ware wrote, “the basket of oranges being a
phrase for the discovery of nuggets of gold in gold fields.”

10. Beer Bottle
Not something you drink out of, but a street term for “a stout, red-faced man.”
11. Benjo

Nineteenth-century sailor slang for “A riotous holiday, a noisy day in the streets.”



12. Bow wow mutton
A naval term referring to meat so bad “it might be dog flesh.”
13. Bricky

Brave or fearless. “Adroit—after the manner of a brick,” Ware wrote, “said even of the other sex,
‘What a bricky girl she is.’”

14. Bubble around

Averbal attack, generally made via the press. Ware demonstrated its usage with a sentence from
theThe Golden Butterfly: “I will back a first-class British subject for bubbling around against all
humanity.”

15. Butter Upon Bacon

Extravagance. Too much extravagance. “Are you going to put lace over the feather—isn’t that rather
butter upon bacon?”

16. Can’t you feel the shrimps?
A Cockney phrase from 1877 meaning “smell the sea.”
17. Cat-lap

A London society term for tea and coffee “used scornfully by drinkers of beer and strong waters ...
in club-life is one of the more ignominious names given to champagne by men who prefer stronger
liquors,” according to Ware.

18. Champagne Weather

Arather sarcastic society term used from 1860 onward to refer to bad weather.

19. Cheek-ache

“Blushing or turning red in the face rather from the meanness of another than your own.”
20. Cheese and Crust

What the low classes would have said instead of Jesus Christ. “Frightful at first sight, this phrase
suggests a slight sense of respect by its veiling of the oath,” Ware wrote. “Also a little touching as
being a phrase associated with comfort to those amongst whom comfort is little known.”

21. Chuckaboo

A nickname given to a close friend.

22. Church-bell

A talkative woman.



23. Coffee-sisters

A 19th-century German term for “malignant gossipers,” according to Ware. “Much after the use of
tea talker in England.”

24. Collie shangies

Quarrels. Aterm from Queen Victoria’s journal, More Leaves, published in 1884: “At five minutes to
eleven rode off with Beatrice, good Sharp going with us, and having occasional collie shangies (a
[Scottish] word for quarrels or rows, but taken from fights between dogs) with collies when we
came near cottages.” (Ware got this term wrong—he spelled it collie shangles.)

25. Cop a Mouse

To get a black eye. “Cop in this sense is to catch or suffer,” Ware wrote, “while the colour of the
obligation at its worst suggests the colour and size of the innocent animal named.”

26. Cut a Finger
A lower-class phrase meaning “to cause a disagreeable odor.”
27. Daddles

A delightful term taken from boxing to refer to your rather boring hands. Ware cited an example that
read, "All was in readiness, and the man having shaken daddles, the seconds retired to their
corners ... ”

28. Damfino

This creative cuss is a contraction of “damned if | know.”

29. Damned Good Swine Up

Aterm from 1880, “suspected to be of American origin,” for a loud quarrel.
30. Dimber-damber

A street term meaning “smart, active, adroit. One of the alliterative phrases with absolutely no
meaning.”

31. Dizzy Age

A phrase meaning “elderly,” because it “makes the spectator giddy to think of the victim’s years.”
The term usually refers to “a maiden or other woman canvassed by other maiden ladies—or
others.”

32. Do a Stamp

An American term that made its way to England meaning “take a walk.” You could also do a smile,
meaning “to take a drink” (a phrase that was apparently rare even in Ware’s time) or do a moan,
which was apparently a Navy phrase for a growl.



33. Doing the Bear

“Courting that involves hugging.”

34. Don’t Sell Me a Dog

Popular until 1870, this phrase meant “Don’t lie to me!” Apparently, people who sold dogs back in
the day were prone to trying to pass off mutts as purebreds.

35. Door-knocker

A type of beard “formed by the cheeks and chin being shaved leaving a chain of hair under the chin,
and upon each side of mouth forming with moustache something like a door-knocker,” according
to Ware.

36. Eat Strange Meat

A euphemism for cannibalism, which people sometimes had to resort to in order to survive. But
according to the example Ware cited, “Life is not worth the imputation of having ‘eaten strange
meat.””

37. Enthuzimuzzy

A “satirical reference to enthusiasm” that Ware said was created by Braham the terror (likely John
Braham, a famous tenor opera singer).

38. Evening Wheezes

The Victorian version of fake news, “spread in evening half-penny papers in order to sell them.”

39. Fifteen Puzzle

Not the game you might be familiar with, but a term meaning “complete and absolute confusion” ...
from the game you might be familiar with.

40. Fly rink

An 1875 term for a polished bald head.



41. Foot-and-Mouth Disease

A Lancashire term for “swearing followed by kicking.”

42, Gal-sneaker

An 1870 term for “a man devoted to seduction.”

43. Gas-Pipes

Aterm for especially tight pants.

44. Gigglemug
“An habitually smiling face.”
45, Got the Morbs

Use of this 1880 phrase indicated temporary melancholy. You could also say you’ve “got the
woefuls,” which according to Ware meant “miserable, wretched, in the dumps.”

45. Half-rats

Partially intoxicated.

46. Jammiest bits of jam

“Absolutely perfect young females,” circa 1883.
47. Kruger-spoof

Another way to say “lying,” from 1896.

48. Mad as Hops

This term was used to describe someone who was excitable.

49. Mafficking
An excellent word that means “getting rowdy in the streets.”
50. Major MacFluffer

A theatre phrase for a “sudden lapse of memory, and use of words to call the attention of the
inattentive prompter.”



51. Make a Stuffed Bird Laugh

“Absolutely preposterous.”

52. Meater

A street term meaning “coward.”

53. Mind the Grease

When walking or otherwise getting around, you could ask people to let you pass, please. Or you
could ask them to “mind the grease,” which meant the same thing to Victorians.

54. Mouth-pie

A street term for scolding, as delivered by a woman.

55. Mutton Shunter

This 1883 term for a policeman is so much better than “pig.”

56. Nanty Narking
Atavern term, popular from 1800 to 1840, that meant “great fun.”
57. Nose bagger

Someone who takes a day trip to the beach. He brings his own provisions and doesn’t contribute
economically at all to the resort he’s visiting.

58. Not up to Dick

Not well? You’re not up to Dick.

59. Nurse the Hoe-Handle

Aterm from agricultural America meaning “lazy.” You’re not being a lump on your couch—you’re
nursing the hoe-handle!



60. Orf chump

No appetite. (Orf is apparently a variation of off.) Not to be associated with orf his chump, which
apparently means “cranky” and has nothing to do with the latter phrase.

61. Parish Pick-Axe

A prominent nose.

62. Podsnappery

This term, Ware wrote, describes a person with a “wilful determination to ignore the objectionable
or inconvenient, at the same time assuming airs of superior virtue and noble resignation.”

63. Poked Up

Embarrassed.

64. Powdering Hair

Victorian gin house, 19th century (late 19th or early 20th century).
Powdering hair at the gin house. | Print Collector/Gettylmages

An 18th-century tavern term that means “getting drunk.”

65. Rain Napper

An umbrella.

6. Raked Fore and Aft

This mariners’ term, meaning “desperately in love,” was apparently a “figure of speech from
damage done to the whole of rigging by a well-directed shelling.”

67. Sauce-box
The mouth.
68. Shake a Flannin

Why say you're going to fight when you could say you're going to “shake a flannin” instead?

69. Shoot into the brown

To fail. According to Ware, “The phrase takes its rise from rifle practice, where the queer shot
misses the black and white target altogether, and shoots into the brown i.e., the earth butt.”



70. Skilamalink

Secret, shady, doubtful.

71. Smothering a Parrot

Drinking a glass of absinthe neat; named for the green color of the booze.
72. Sponge it Out

This term, used beginning in 1883, meant “forget it."

73. Start a Jolly

Aterm from theatre and music halls meaning “to lead applause.”

74. Suggestionize

A legal term from 1889 meaning “to prompt.”

75. Take the Egg

To win.

76. Umble-cum-stumble

According to Ware, this low-class phrase means “thoroughly understood.”

77. Whooperups

Aterm meaning “inferior, noisy singers” that could be used liberally today during karaoke sessions.

This piece originally ran in 2013; it has been updated for 2023.



1920s

As with any era, the 1920's had time period specific slang. Here is a sampling. It sure is the berries!
Have a swell time, but make sure you don't upchuck!

Bee's Knees - An extraordinary person, thing, idea

Berries - is attractive or pleasing; similar to bee's knees, As in "It's the berries.”
Big Cheese - The most important or influential person. Same as big shot
Bluenose - An excessively puritanical person, a prude

Bump Off - To murder

Carry a Torch - To have a crush on someone

Cat's Meow - Something splendid or stylish; similar to bee's knees; The best or greatest
Cat's Pajamas - Same as cat's meow

Cheaters - Eyeglasses

Crush - An infatuation

Dogs - feet

Drugstore Cowboy - a guy that hangs around on a street corner trying to pick up girls
Dumb Dora - a stupid female

Fall Guy - victim of a frame

Flaf Tire - A dullinsipid, disappointing date. Same as pill, pickle, drag, rag, oilcan
Frame - To give false evidence, to set up someone

Gams - Awoman's legs

Giggle Water - An intoxicating beverage; alcohol

Gin Mill - An establishment where hard liquor is sold; bar

Hard Boiled - a tough, strong guy

Heebie-leebies - The jitters

Hooch - Bootleg liquor

Hoofer - Dancer

Hotsy-Totsy - Pleasing

Jalopy - Old car

Joint - A club, usually selling alcohot



Keen - Attractive or appealing

Kisser - Mouth

Lounge Lizard - a guy that is sexually active

Moll - A gangster's girl

Neck - Kissing with passion

Pinch - To arrest

Pushover - A person easily convinced or seduced

Ritzy - Elegant (from the hotel)

Scram - Ask someone to leave immediately

Sheba - A woman with sex appeal {from the movie Queen of Sheba)
Sheik - A man with sex appeal (from the Valentino movies)
Speakeasy - An illicit bar selling bootleg liquor

Spiffy - An elegant appearance

Struggle Buggy - the backseat of a car. A parent's worst nightmare
Stuck On - Having a crush on

Swanky - Ritzy

Swell - Wonderful. Also: a rich man

Take for a Ride -To drive off with someone in order to bump them off
Torpedo - A hired gun

Upchuck - To vomit when one has drunk too much

Whoopee - To have a good time



Slanguage of the 1930s

Everyday

Abyssinia: I’ll be seeing you

Bash: an attempt

Beat: broke

Butter and egg man: a man with money

Chicago overcoat: coffin

Dil-ya-ble: a phone call

Eggs in coffee: run smoothly

Gasser: a great time; or, something very
funny

High-gear road: a road that could be
traveled at a steady speed

Horn: telephone

Joe: man

Kibosh: squelch

Middle-aisle it: get married

Mitt me kid: congratulate me

Motor court: early term for a motel

Off the cob: corny

Plonk: cheap or poor quality wine

Plotz: sit down wearily; or, to slouch, loaf
around

Put a bee in your bonnet: know something
interesting

Sourdough: counterfeit money

Speedo: speedometer

That way for: falling in love

Togged to the bricks: dressed up

Trip for biscuits: a task that yields nothing

Uh-huh: falling in love

You shred it, wheat: you said it

Radio/Jitterbug/Jazz

Clambake: radio program that failed due to
lack of rehearsal and on-air mistakes

Crawk: an animal imitator

Dillinger: very hot swing music

Dog house: string bass

Ether: the radio waves

Gitbox: guitar; also called gitter, or
guinea’sharp

Gob stick: clarinet

Grandest Canyon: Broadway in New York;
also known as Hardened Artery

Groanbox: accordion

Gut-bucket: lowdown blues

Slanguage of the 1930s

Hobo/Dust Bowl

Apple Annie: woman who sold apples on the
street to make ends meet

Bank holiday: euphemism for closing a bank
that was about to fail

Bazoo: mouth

Big four: a duck-egg omelet, made with 4
eggs, 4 slices of bacon and 4 potatoes

Black blizzard: a sky-darkening dust storm;
also called a black roller

Blinds: platform of a baggage car

Bone polisher: vicious dog

California blankets: newspapers to sleep on
or under; also called Hoover blankets

Chuck a dummy: to pretend to faint to get
money from sympathetic onlookers

Duster: a dust storm

Flip a rattler: jump into a moving boxcar

Gasoline gypsies: unemployed people who
lived and traveled in their cars, looking
for work

Gun boat: empty can used for cooking,
usually a coffee can

Hoover cars: bodies of broken down cars
pulled by mutes; also known as Hoover
wagons

Hoover flags: empty pockets turned inside
out

Hoover hogs: wild rabbits that rural people
caught for food

Hooverville: a temporary shanty town

House dog: someone who offered to do
chores for money

Hungry town: a town known for being stingy
with handouts

Jumping the blinds: catching a ride on the
platform of a baggage car

Jungle: rural gathering place for hoboes

Punk & gut: bread and sausage

Remittance man: someone paid by his
family to stay away

Rent party: gathering where each guest
donated money to help pay the rent

Road sister: female hobo

Stack of bones: boiled spareribs

Tin can shows: movies to which viewers
brought cans of food for the needy



Hobo/Dust Bowl (cont)

Tin can tourists: migrants from the Great
Plains who arrived in other states by car

Yegg: hobo criminal

You gave us beer, now give us water: Dust
Bowl farmers’ slogan to the government

Soda Fountain

Adam & Eve on a raft: two fried or poached
eggs on toast

Baby: glass of milk

Barrel of black mud: chocolate milkshake

Black cow: root beer float

Bossy in a bowl: beef stew

Break it and shake it: put eggs on it

Cat beer: milk

Chaser of Adam’s ale: a glass of water

Chewed fine with a breath: hamburger with
onion

Cold spot: iced tea

Coney Island chicken: hot dog

Dog soup: water; also called city juice

Eighty-six: an expression indicating that a
restaurant or soda fountain is out of an
item; or, a customer to be refused service

Eve with the lid on: apple pie

Freak: orange Coke

Hold the hail: no ice

Hounds on an island: hot dogs and beans

In the air: a large glass

Mug of murk: coffee, no cream

Nervous pudding: jello

Noah’s boy with Murphy carrying a
wreath: ham and potatoes with cabbage

On wheels: to go

Scandal soup: tea

Spla: whipped cream

Thirteen: a boss is roaming around

Wreck on a raft: scrambled eggs on toast

Radio/Jitterbug/Jazz (cont)

Hi-de-ho: exclamation of joy used mainly by
jazz and dance bands

Hot band: a band playing jazz with
improvisation

iron horn: coronet

Juke: a cheap, roadside establishment
providing food, drinks & music for dancing

Kick out: improvise

Long underwear gang: a sweet band

Madame Cadenza: a flighty female vocalist

Quit mugging light and mug heavy: pick up
the beat

Speako: speakeasy

Swacked: intoxicated

Sweet band: a band playing jazz scores

" as written
Town crier: a vocalist who sings too loud
Wang it: play louder

College Joe

Awgwan: | don’t believe you; or, oh, go on

Barge around: walk slowly

Biff: failure

Big it: self-centered or conceited person

Bong: to catch on to a joke slowly

Booshwash: empty talk

Bug: hard to understand

Can the twitl: Stop that idle talking!

Dilly: foolish

Dog it: avoid work

Fade: to leave

Fan my brow!: What a surprise!

Frog: to cheat

Here lis: hello .

Hops: information

Hot stuff: latest news or trend

H’roo/Hurro: hello

I mean and how: that is so very true

Juicy: enjoyable

No soap!: that isn’t possible

Says which?: What did you just say?

Somoa: some more

What’s the score?: What are you talking
about?

Wren: female

Yowsah: yes sir



1940s Slang

Able Grable = Girl with low morals

Above my Pay Grade=Don’t ask me

Ameche = Telephone

Anchor Clanker = Sailor

Bird = Girl

Bobbysox Brigade = Young litterbugs
Cheaters = Sunglasses

Chucklehead = Unintelligent person

Clams = Money

Clobbered = Have a crush on

Cookin’ with Helium = Dances well and fast
Christopher Columbus = Exclamation of surprise
Crumb =Jerk, no fun

Cutarug=Dance

Dead Hooper = Poor or bad dancer

Digging the Jive = Dance

Dish = Cute Girl

Don’t go into a decline = Don’t get depressed
Dopey = Not smart, nerdy

Drip = A boring person

Duds = Clothing, apparel

Flip Your Wig = Lose control of yourself

Floy floy = Nonsense

Gab = Short for Gabardine fabric

Gate = short for Alligator = Jitterbug

Goo and the moo = Pancakes, syrup and milk
Humdinger = Remarkable, outstanding

I’m Going Fishing = Looking for a date

Jalopy =Car

Jeepers = Exclamation of alarm

Jiffy = Quick

Jits = Jitterbug

Jive = Swing Music

Keister = Rump

Khaki Wacky = Boy Crazy

Killer Diller = The best, ultimate
Knockin it out = Dance amazingly
Kopescetic = Fine, okay

Lamb = Nice person

Lay an egg = Be Boring

Lay off = Leave alone, quit bothering
Licorice stick = Clarinet



Mitts = hands

Off the cob = Corny, goofy

On the beam = Cool, A-one
Peepers = Eyes

Pegs = Legs

Pennies From Heaven = Easy money
Quenchers = Cold Drinks

Reet = Right or Very

Rug cutter = Dancer

Rusty dusty = Rump

Slack happy = Dumb and happy
Specs = Eyeglasses

Squidy = Sailor

Strictly from Dixie = Corny, not cool
Swabbie = Sailor

Swell = Great

Swing a wing = Dance Swing

Take a Powder = Get Lost, Lay off



Glossary of 1950's Slang
Posted by Hugh Nguyen on May 18, 2019

Some of the slang words used by the very coolest kids in the 1950s still infiltrate popular culture
today, though others have fallen by the wayside. But just because some of these words are still
around doesn't mean that everyone understands them. Once you learn these terms, however, you
might just find yourself using them, too.

Actor: Most people hear the word "actor" and think of people who act on the stage or screen, but in
the 1950s, an actor was synonymous with a show-off.

Agitate the gravel: This is a term hot-rodders used that simply means to leave in your car quickly.
Before the majority of parking lots and driveways were paved, they were covered in gravel. When
backing out quickly, a spray of gravel was sent up.

Ankle-biter: An ankle-biter is a small child.

Ape: Ape doesn't refer to the large animal found in zoos. Instead, "Sam went ape" means that Sam
got really, really mad.

Backseat bingo: Teenagers in the 1950s had more access to cars than any generation that came
before them. One way they used the freedom that cars allowed was to make out, or neck, in the
backseat, an activity also called backseat bingo.

Bad news: This refers to a person who is depressing or difficult to be around.

Bash: This term sounds violent, but it has nothing to do with going ape! Instead, it means a great
party. Often, great parties would serve old-fashioned candy and retro sweets.

Bit: A bit is a joke or act someone does.
Blast: A blast means a great time.

Chariot: Cars were an important part of teen culture in the 1950s, and a chariot was just another
nickname for a car.

Cloud nine: If someone is said to be on cloud nine, that means they are really, really happy.

Cranked: "I'm so cranked about the concert tonight" is a very 1950s way of saying you are very
excited.

Cruisin' for a bruisin': Are you looking for trouble or justin the mood to fight? If so, you are cruisin’
for a bruisin'.

Cut out: This has nothing to do with scissors: To cut out is to leave quickly.
Dibs: Dibs means a prior claim.

Dig: If you dig 1950s candy it just means you really, really like it.



Don't have a cow: Although younger generations identify this slang term with Bart Simpson, it
predates him by decades. The meaning hasn't changed, though: It still means "don't freak out."

Flick: Aflick is a movie. The term comes from the fact that images flicker across the screen during
a movie.

Flip: Although this word is typically associated with gymnastics, the coolest 1950s teens meant it
as being very excited.

Heat: Hot-rodders used this term for the police.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch ... : Westerns were very popular on television during the 1950s.
Often, the action would veer away from the ranch, the main setting, and then a scene would
explain what happened at the ranch while the other action took place. This birthed the term
"meanwhile, back at the ranch," which was used to corral a storyteller who had moved away from
the main point.

Pad: Pad was a very cool way to refer to your home.

Passion pit: Passion pits were also known as drive-in theaters, popular places to play a little
backseat bingo.

Peepers: Peepers are eyeglasses.

Punch it: Punch it means to give it gas and go fast.

Rattle your cage: If someone annoys you or makes you angry, that person rattles your cage.
Scream: "Matt came screaming down the street" means that he was driving very quickly.

Souped up: When you take a normal car and turn it into a hot rod capable of screaming down the
streets, you've souped up your car.

Split: To split means to leave.
Square: A square is an uncool person.

Threads: Clothes are made up of cloth, and cloth is made up of threads; that's where this slang
term for clothes originates.

Total: Another car-related term from the car-obsessed 1950s. If you total your car, you've
destroyed it past the point of repair.

Word from the bird: This term comes from a 1950s song called "The Bird is the Word." It simply
means the truth.



1960s slang

The 1960s era had some of its own slang where some of these began in the 1960s era while others
were just passed down. Some of these words and phrases are still used by our kids and
grandchildren. Many of these slang phrases are now part of the dictionary with the slang

meaning. Many of these were used only in certain parts of the country. Do you remember some of
these 60s slang? If you can think of anymore please email me at the60sofficialsite@verizon.net
Enjoy!

Ace - Cool [Thanks to Debby Rubin, Milwaukee, W]

Afro - black hairstyle - [Thanks to Ed from Switzerland]

A Gas - Having a lot of fun,

All Show and No Go - Pretty car. Nice wheels and so forth. Looks good put has no go power.
Ape: Used with verbs gone or went. (i.e. "When | came home an hour late my parents went ape.)
BA - Could mean Bare All or Bare Ass.

Bad - Awesome

Bad Ass - Tough guy

Bag - Meant to steal. Who bagged my wallet? Also "what's your bag?", which meant "What's your
problem?"

Ball - To Party as in Little Richard's song "Good Golly Miss Molly, you sure like to ball." Also meant to
have intercourse.

Beat Feet - Leave the area quickly.

Bird - middle finger or aircraft

Birth Control Seats - Referred to cars with bucket seats

Bitchin' - Good, great, or awesome

Blast - Had a great time like "l had a blast at the dance."

Blasted - Very drunk. [Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Blew the doors off- easily beat the other car in a drag race [Thanks to Carolyn Evans of Mayfield,
Kentucky]

Blitzed - Drunk

Bogart - Not to share marijuana- "Don't Bogart that joint my friend!" [Thanks to Joel Jerauld La
Mesa, CA]

Book - Leave the scene

Bookin' - Going real fast

Boss - Cool or fantastic - The new album | just bought is boss!

Bread - Money

Bread 'n Butter - when two folks were walkin 'n down the street and were seperated by a pole, tree,
parkin meter, etc. [Thanks to Thumpa of Sarasota, Florida]

Brew - Beer

Brody or Brody Out - To skid half a circle with your brakes locked up.

Bug Out - Leave the premises

Bum a Smoke - Borrow a cigarette from another person [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient, Ohio]
Bummed Out - Depressed

Burn Rubber - Squeal out with your tires spinning and leaving rubber on the asphalt.



Carded - Checked by the police for I.D. (usually associated with drinking alcohol.) [Thanks to Allen
Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Candyass - A Wimp or uncool thing or person.

Cat- Guy

Catch some 2's - Go to sleep [Thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio]

Certified - absolutely a dork [Thanks to Deedee of Michigan]

Cherry - Pristine or mint condition. That car is cherry!

Chester the Molester - Pervert [Thanks to Karen Carmack of Independence MO]

Chick - girt or woman

Chicken (To Play) - Two cars drive head on towards each other and the first to pull away is a
coward.

Chinese Firedrill - A Car is stopped at a red light and all occupants of the car get out of the car and
run around it and get back in the car while holding up traffic.

Choners - Boxer shorts worn by surfers instead of swimming trunks. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah,
NC]

Church Key - Before pop top cans, there were openers that were designed to puncture the beer can
to drink from it.

Chrome Dome - Bald Man [thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio]

Clean - Exceptional looking i.e. That's a clean looking Chevy [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient,
Ohio]

Cloud 9 - really happy [Thanks to Dennis Irvin SE Pennsyvania]

Cool - Nice

Cool Head - Nice guy

Cool Pipes - Metlow sounding exhaust system [Thanks to Glen Teason from Texas]

Cop a Feel - Touching a girl's no touch zone pretending it was accidental.

Cotties - Unkind remark, As in "Stay away she's got cooties” (bugs) [Thanks to Glen Teason from
Texas]

Crash - go to bed / sleep [thanks to Gregg Stotesbery Tecumseh, MO]

Cruising - Driving up and down the strip, street or town looking for members of the opposite sex.
Cutout - leave the scene or area {also see Split) [Thanks to Slolne from NY]

D.A. - Guy hair style. Combed like a duck's ass [Thanks to Glen Teason from Texas]

Decked Out - All Dressed Up

Dibs - Used with the word got. "l got dibs on that seat." Meaning you own it.

Dig - Do you understand?

Digs - home, where one lives - [Thanks to John Swinger, Chicago]

Ditz - An idiot

Don't Flip Your Wig - In other words don't go ape.

Don't Have A Cow - (See above)

Don't Sweat It - Don't let it bother you.

Dork - Weird person [Thanks to Deedee of Michigan]

Drag - Race for a short distance. Also means dull. Also, a puff from a cigarette.

Drop a Dime - use the pay phone [thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio] also to rat or tell on
someone [thanks to Dave Smedley, Central Valley, California]

Dude - A geek



Dweeb - Guy who is not with it. [Thanks to Dave Smedley, Central Valley , California]
Fab - Fantastic

Fag - A cigarette [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient, Ohio)

Far-out - awesome [thanks to Gregg Stotesbery Tecumseh, MO] Also see outta sight
Fine as Wine - Good-looking - as The guy or girl is "fine as wine" [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient,
Ohio]

Fink - Tattletale

Five Finger Discount - Anything acquired by theft

Flake - A useless person

Flick - movie [Thanks to Dennis Irwin of SE Pennsylvania]

Flip Flops - Thongs that you wore on your feet

Flipping The Bird - Middle finger gesture. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Floor Box - floor mounted transmission shifter [Thanks to Glen Teason from Texas]
Flower Child - A Hippie

Foam Domes - padded bras [thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio]

Four on the Floor - See Floor Box [Thanks to Glen Teason from Texas]

Fox - An outstanding looking chick - atso Foxy Lady (also see "Stone Fox")

Freakin' Out - getting excited or a panic attack [thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio]
Frosted - angry [thanks to Dennis lrwin of SE Pennsylania]

Fruit - a gay man or lesbian - [thanks to Richard Granger, Gladstone, Michigan]

Fuzz - The Police

Give me Some Sugar - Give me a kiss - [thanks to Charlotte Hyatt, Virginia]

Go All The Way- Have Sex

Gob - Spit - submitted by Paul from Ontario, Canada

Going Steady - Dating only one person

Groovy - Nice or neat marvelous also Goovin'

Glasspacks - Mufflers lined with fiberglass to muffle the sound. The shorter the muffler the louder
the sound.

Grease Slapper - 0il burning car or truck - [thanks to Paul Kelly of Minnesota]

Gremmi - a new surfer, inexperienced. (Thanks to Dave Smedtey, Central California]

Gum Ball Machine - the old fashion lights on a police cruiser [thanks to Gloria Damron of Sebring,
Ohio]

Hacked or Hacked Off - Mad or teed off.

Hairy - Out of control

Hang Loose - Take it easy

Hat - to leave [Thanks to John Swinger, Chicago]

Hauls Ass - A car really moves. "Tom's Chevy sure hauls ass.”

Head - someone who used drugs [thanks to Phillip Millenbah]

Heavy - deep, needing a lot of thought and contemplation. [thanks to Ed Hodgkins of Greensboro,
NC]

Hickey - See Love Bite

Hip - Very Cool

Hodad - a non-surfer, just hangs around the beach

Hopped up - Souped up like a car



Horn - Telephone [thanks to Dennis Irvin of SE Pennsylvania]

Hunik - What a girl calls a good tooking guy

Jack the Bear - paticularly very strong capable male or automobile [thanks to Richard Granger,
Gladstone, Michigan]

Jinx - You owe me a coke [thanks to Judy Cloyd, Denver, Co]

Kissup - Teacher's Pet or person that will do anything to please another person in authority.
Kleenex Cleavage - A stuffed bra.[Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Kook - Amateur surfer or anyone who couldn't perform well. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]
L7 - square, loser not with it [thanks to Jim O'Brien, Gillette, NJ]

Later - Goodbye

Lay A Patch - Burn rubber with car wheels as you leave

Lay It On Me - Tell me or speak your piece

"Let's hat up” - generally used in the military. Since you had to wear a hat while in uniform while
outside so when leaving a building you would say "lets hat up.” [Thanks to T. Wertz from Salt Lake
City for sending that one in. | remember that expression well.]

Lid -approximately 10z. of marijuana also could mean a hat

Loaded - Intoxicated or drunk

Love Bite - Also known as a hickey - Red mark on a person made by suction of a kiss by lips and
tongue. [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient, Ohio)

Love-In - A peaceful public gathering focused on meditation, Love,music,sex and/or psychedelic
drugs [Thanks to Joel Jerauld La Mesa, CA]

Loud Pedal - accelerator pedal in an automobile. [thanks to Richard Granger, Gladstone,
Michigan]

Luggage - Heavy burden as in "That's some luggage your are carring. Bags under the eyes from lack
of sleep [Thanks to Charlotte Hyatt, Virginia]

Make Out - Kissing

Make Tracks - to leave or depart the area [Thanks to John Swinger, Chicago]

Mary Jane - Marijuana [Thanks to Mary Blosser, Kansas]

Meanwhile Back At The Ranch - It was used to get the storyteller back on track to the story he was
telling. In other words, get to the point. It was meant to keep it short. Phrase came from serial
westerns.

Midnight Auto Supply - Auto parts stolen

Mitl. Engine - As in, "What kind of milt you running in that thing?" [Thanks to Glen Teason from
Texas]

Moo Juice - mitk [thanks to Gloria Damrod of Sebring, Ohio]

Moon - To drop your pants and show your bare butt

Mosquito Fogger - car burning oil [thanks to Carol of Sanford Manitoba]

Neato - Sharp

Nooner - Sex in the afternoon [Thanks to Karen Carmack of Independence MO]

Old Lady or Old Man - Referred to Mom and Dad [Now a days may refer to wife of husband]

One Finger Salute - Middle finger gesture. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

On the Rag - in a foul mood [thanks to Greg Stotesberry, Tecumseh Mo]

Open Pipes - Loud car without mufflers. "Hey man, sounds like you're running open pipes" [Thanks
to Glen Teason from Texas]



Outta Sight or Out of Sight - awesome [Thanks to Johnny Clavin from New Orleans] Also see Far
Out

Pad - place you live [Thanks to Susan Schmitt from Rock Hall, Maryland]

Padiddle - A car with only one headlight working. [thanks to Gloria Damrod from Sebring,

Ohio] Also see below.

Padink - A car with only one headlight working. [Thanks to Carol Creeden, Indiana]

Panties in a Twist - Don't get upset [Thanks to Charlotte Hyatt, Virginia]

Passion Pit - Drive-in Movie

Pedal Pushers - knee high pants worn by girls [thanks to Carol Ann-Cella-Kirner West Caldwell, NJ]
Peel Out - Burn or leave rubber with your car

Peepers - Eye Glasses - [Thanks to Dennis Irvin of SE Pennsylvania]

Pig - Cop or a Promiscuous Girl

Pig Out - Overeat

Pink Stip - car title or firing or laid off notice from a job [Thanks to Susan Schmitt from Rock Hall,
Maryland]

Pipe down - be quiet [thanks to Dennis Irvin SE Pennsylania]

Pits, the worst, nasty, bad, awful, meaningless (i.e. "this place is the pits") [Thanks to Thumpa Clift,
Sarasota, Florida]'

Popeye - on coming car with one functioning headlight. [thanks to Richard Granger, Gladstone,
Michigan]

Pot - Marijuana

Pound - To beat up somebody i.e. "I'm gonna pound you." [Thanks to Jan Johnston of Plymouth,
Michigan for this one.]

Pressed Ham - Mooning with the car window up [Thanks to Dave Smedley, Central Valley
California]

Queer - Something to be considered dorky or dumb, as in: Those shoes are so gqueer! Also, a
derogatory slang word for a homosexual person. [Thanks to Lestie Hardman, Orient, Ohio)
Quickie - quick sex [Thanks to Karen Carmack of Independence MO]

Rake - To move the suspension high up on the back of a car. "His car is really raked!" [Allen Rizzi
Etowah, NC]

Rap - to talk [thanks to Mary Klett from Florida for this one]

Ratfink - informer [thanks to Mark Hassard of Canada]

Rave On - Please keep it going - [Thanks to Andrea Fox from North Carolina]

Retard - A really socially inept, dorky person (insensitive word to use today) [Thanks to Leslie
Hardman, Columbus, Ohio]

Ride - car, truck, or motorcycle [thanks to Greg Stotesberry, Tecumseh Mo]

Right On - exactly or | second that. [Thanks to Nina Gilberti from Philadelphia]

(What's the) Scanoose? - What's up? What's the story? [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]
Score - Going all the way with a girl

Shades - Sunglasses

Sharp - Real Good Looking [Thanks to Leslie Hardman, Orient, Ohio]

Shine me on - when someone was ignoring or trying not to notice your presence. For instance: Why
were you shining me on yesterday? [Thanks to Laura Nestor of California]

Shotgun - Passenger seat in the front seat of a car next to the door. The place of honor. You had to



call out "shotgun" first to win the honor. Once you vacate the car the honor is once again up for
grabs.

Skag - An ugly girl

Skank - See Skag

Skirt - A girl

Skuzz - Low down, disgusting person also used as Skuzz bucket which could mean an ugly car as
well.

Slam Book - a pass around book filled with questions to answer on your fellow classmates. [Thanks
to Jan Johnston of Plymouth, Michigan]

Sleeper - particularly fast or capable automobile that has a rundown, ugly appearance. [thanks to
Richard Granger, Gladstone, Michigan]

Stug Bug/Safety Pin - If you see someone with a Volkswagon beetle you yell out Slug Bug. But if the
person you intend to hit yells Safety pin, you can't hit them. [thanks to Lindalee Stuckey, ilinois]
Short - car [Thanks to John Swinger, Chicago]

Slut - very promiscuous girl

Split - leave the scene or area (Also see Cutout) [Thanks to Sloine from NY]

Solid - | got it or I'm with you [Thanks to Nina Gilberti from Philadelphia]

Square - Somebody not cool or cigarette, smoke [Thanks to John Swinger, Chicago]

Stacked - A girl well endowed or built

Stick Bang - Skinny girl. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Sticks - rural area [thanks to Dennis Irwin of SE Pennsylvania]

Stoned - High on pot [thanks to Gregg Stotesbery Tecumseh, MO]

Stone Fox - Extremely beautiful girl [thanks to Cindy from South Carolina]

Stood up - No show on a date

Stuck Up - Conceited

Submarine Races - Parking next to a water shore to wait for the submarine races to which of
course was only an excuse to park and make out. For your information there were no such thing as
a submarine race.

Swapping Spit - French Kissing to the maximum

Sweat Hog - Fat Chick or Fat Guy

Tank - large car - [thanks to Dennis Irvin SE Pennsylvanial

Teeny Bopper - Thought of as a boring teenager or very young teenager [thanks to Phillip Millenbah]
The Bird - The Middle Finger

Threads - clothes [thanks to Mary Klett from Florida for this one]

Threein aTree - a steering column shifted three speed manual transmission in automobiles prior
to factory four speeds. [thanks to Richard Granger, Gladstone, Michigan]

Toke - taking a puff on a joint [thanks to Gregg Stotesbery Tecumseh, MO]

Tough or Tuff - Great looking or cherry "She sure is a tough chick”

Toys in the attic or she's got toys - a young woman too immature or naive for her age [thanks to Ed
Robinson of Denver, CO]

Trippin' - a high unusual experience like high on drugs

Twitchin - Like Bitchin and means the same thing. [thanks to Gregg Stotesbery Tecumseh, MO]
Uptight - Being tense or nervous, almost paranoid. [thanks to Michael Chauss, Northern
California]



Wedgie - When somebody pulls your underwear up from the back and ends in the crack. Some of
today's underwear are made for that purpose; they call them thongs.

Weed - marijuana or cigarette [thanks to Daniela from El Paso, TX]

Wheelie - Wheel stand with a car or motorcycle. [Thanks to Allen Rizzi Etowah, NC]

Wheels - car - [thanks to Dennis Irwin SE Pennsyltvania]

Wheelsand - we have aride, not hoofing it [thanks to Judy Cloyd Denver, Co]

Wiz, Take a - Urinate

Wuss or wussies - unmanly male or wimp [thanks to Richard Granger, Gladstone, Michigan]
Zits - Pimples

Zoned Out - someone staring off in space, deep in thought, as if they were in the Twilight Zone [
thanks to Paul Whitecotton, Palm Springs, CA]
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" Remember those groovy times back in the 70’s? Bell bottom jeans, afros, discos and floral
everything - this is what made the 70’s so special. But do you remember what the hottest stang was
back in the day? These phrases were so far out then, maybe they’ll make a comeback?

You were a total 70’s kid if you said these phrases:

1. Can You Dig it?

Typically meaning, “Are you cool with that? Do you understand?” This phrase was used all the time
if you grew up during the 70’s. If you wanted to check with your friends to see if they were down with
hanging out after school, you’d say “Can yah dig it?”

2. Hip

There are many, many ways to express the word “cool,” but “hip” was the all-time favorite term
during this groovy decade. If you were cool, then you were hip. Being hip often meant cool car, cool
clothes, coolvibe.

3. Gimme Some Skin

Today, we say “High Five!” but this was the cool (or hip) way of saying high-five back then. “Gimme
Some Skin” meant slapping the patm of your hand over your friends, sliding your hands back,
flipping them over and repeat. This could be a causal high-five or it could mean “I’m in” or “We’re
good.”

4. The Man

Let me tell you what, if you were referred to as “The Man” then you had high respect from those
around you. “The Man” meant authority, respect and basically the highest praise. For example:

David: Hey, did you hear that Steven kissed Mary last night?

Mark: No way! Mary Smithson?



David: Yeah!

Mark: Dude...Steven’s The Man.

‘Nough said. Well done, Steven.

5. What’s the Skinny?

This was a common term during the 1970’s. This meant “What'’s going on?” Or “Fill me in!” This
could range anywhere from current gossip to what your friends have been up to.

6. May The Force Be With You

On May 25th, 1977, the creation of Star Wars was released for the world to enjoy. Most people had
tow expectations for this film, but this movie blew minds and exceeded expectations with their high
tech space scenes, light saber battles and the invisible (yet powerful) force that defeated all odds.
Once this movie was released, everyone said “May the force be with you.” To work, to school, to the
grocery store —you were protected as along as you had the force.

7. Audi 5000

During the 1970’s, the Audi 5000 reportedly experienced problems with sudden and unintended
acceleration. This lead to the term “Audi 5000.” If you were ever in a place or situation where you
wanted to get out ASAP, you would say, “Alright, I'm Audi 5000” and exit.

8. Primo

This term meant “the best” or “ultimate.” For example:

Jeff: Hey gang, we should go to Jefferson’s after school. They have PRIMO chili fries.

9. Jeepers Creepers

This term meant “Oh my gosh!” or another way of saying “far out.” So, if you saw your friend land a
sick skateboarding trick, or your girlfriend came for your date in a smokin’ outfit, you would be
inclined to say “Jeepers Creepers!”



10. See Ya on the Flipside

This phrased means “See ya later.” The word “flipside” referred to the other side of a pop single
record, or the B-side. You’d say this to your friends after school or after hanging with them over the

weekend.






MURDER HIGH CLASS REUNION

Eighties Slang

Sayings and such to help you through the night at your reunion!

A

adalt child

qirhead

as if

bad

Word(s) to describe grown-up children from dysfunctional families.

A stupid or unaware person; moron, dim-wit. Origin: term implies that there is nothing but air in
the subject’s head. (“He’s confused again. What an airhead!”) Unrenowned to popular belief, Valley
Girls did not invent this word. It was used to describe them.

I'd rather not. “Hey why don't you go out with that guy in the Izod shirt?” “AS IF!”

a. 1. Causing awe; appalling; awful; as, an awesome sight. In the 80, if something was cool, it was
awesome. See also bad.

adj. very good, excellent; Cool, Awesome. See also awesome.

bad to the bone The group George Thorogood & the Destroyers had a hit in the early 80’s that had started this

barf bag

barf me oat

bimbette

bodacious

bogus/bogue

bonas

boinking
boho

bomb
boy toy

butt agly

quote. The movie Fast Times At Ridgmont High was bad to the bone! See also bad.

A type of insult. Something Jo on The Facts of Life might of called Blair for spilling something on
her homework.

You might of heard this come from a Valley Girl after you've said something offensive to her. Also
used to describe something you do not particularly like.

The use of bimbo would of been too outdated for use in the 80's. Bimbette would be used instead
of calling a girl a “stut”. Also used to describe a gitl who is stupid.

An 80’s guy’s way to describe a woman who had a beautiful body. She is bodacious with gnarly ta-
tas. See also gnarly & ta-tas for descriptions.

Unfair or unfortunate. Having one night to do 2 termpaper is so bogus!

Used to denote satisfaction or one’s approval. ie. “My parents are going away next weekend, I'm
throwing a party!” “Bonus!”

Having sex. Some say Bruce Willis’s character on Moonlighting created this word.

A bohemian or artist. From the late 80s this word emerged. Probably from the Soho art district in
Manbhattan.

Adj. Something favorable. See also awesome.

A word to describe a cute guy used as a toy for older woman. Madonna invented this one with her
“Boy Toy” belt on her 1984 Like a Virgin album.

Adj. Unattractive to the sight.

4
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C

cap

case

cheesy/cheezy
<hill
chocoholic

clydesdale

cocooning
cool beans

couch potato

crack

D

def

deep house
deep shit
dink
dipstick

ditz

do lanch

do the nasty

MURDER HIGH CLASS REUNION

As in to “cap” on someone. Meaning to insult.
As in “casing on a person.” Meaning to insult.

Adj. 1. In poor taste; lame, corny. The gift I received was really cheesy. 2. Overly sentimental
or insincere.

v 1. to relax; hang out. Let’s go chill at your place. Dude, just chill. Made popular by black
Americans in the rap phase of the 80’s.

Word to describe an alcoholic. Became a somewhat popular word during the Nancy Reagan
“Just Say No” era.

Big, all-American boy. Meant as a word of praise. Usually used by mid-80’s preppy girls.

The act of fixing up your home. Investing in it for the long-term. Poor people make rent or
mortgage payments, yuppies cocoon.

Agreeable.

Someone who sits in front of the TV on their couch or sofa. With the boom of cable, MTV
and home video, more people parked their butts on their couches. Hence the term couch
potato.

The most addictive form of cocaine. Not in the form of powder, but crystallized into a hard-
ened form used to smoke. Popularized in 1985.

Something very hip. ie. “That jam was def.”

House music with a gospel flair. See also house music.
Word meaning you were in trouble. We are in deep shit!
‘Two incomes with no kids. A couple of yuppies with lots of money to burn.

n An unintelligent person; moron, dim-wit; idiot. Popularized by “Boss Hogg” on TV’s The
Dukes of Hazzard. Also used instead of using the word dick. See also dick/dickbrain/dick-
head.

A less harsh way of describing a person who is not very smart. See also airhead.

One of the most used phrases in the 80’s. Notoriously used by yuppies to get together for
power lunches or mixing lunch with business. Lets do lunch. One of the few surviving phrases
of the 80’s ,used in the 90’s and possibly beyond!

Having sex. They were doing the nasty last night when I tried to call her.

do/doing the wild thing To have sex. Popularized by Ton Loc’s 1989 hit “Wild Thing”. Not used too often

dweeb

today. See also do the nasty and boinking.

Geek, nerd. Someone who is not “in”.

Y 4
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MURDER HIGH CLASS REUNION
E

eat my shorts  Phrase used as a comeback. Heavily in use in the 80’ and also used on T'V’s The Simpsons. If
someone was to put you down in anyway, you can reply with this phrase.

ecstasy/X/XTC  “Designer drug” used to enhance sensations while dancing. Gained popularity in the early 80’s.
This drug is still popular if not more popular throughout the 90’s among teens and young adults on
the party scene.

eurotrash Europeans who were rich that frequented the club scene in the early to mid 80’.

F

for sure/fer shurTo stress what you are saying. Usually in a valley type accent. Fer shur, fer shur dude!

fresh Cool, new. Duran Duran’s new album is so fresh!

G

gag me with a spoonA typical Valley Girl response to something you dislike. Not meant to be taken literally.

galpal A spin on boy toy, used to describe a guy’s girlfriend or a girl’s girlfriend. Also used to describe a
woman who is not openly gay.

gnarly Very good. Not commonly used today. She is gnarly!

grody Really, really gross. Sometimes used with: Grody to the max! Max being a degree of grossness.

gross out/grotesque To make someone sick. Most of the time - not literally.

H

hacker Computer genius. In WarGames, Mathew Broderick played a hacker.

have a cow Being overly excited or to make a big deal out of something,

hellacious Bad, not good.

hoser Loser, jerk. Rob Moranis & Dave Thomas as “Bob and Doug McKenzie” made this a popular

slang word. See also take off/take off to the great white north.

house music  Disco type dance music, very repetitive. See also acid house and deep house.

i Uncool, unhip. “You be illin”. Sometimes used if someone looks under the weather, unhappy or
even if they have suffered a catastrophe.

“In your dreams!” A phrase used usually when a person totally disagrees with something someone said.

)

joanie A boring, not-so-hip girl. From the 70s and 80s show Happy Days, Erin Moran, the
character of Joanie Cunningham the unhip girl of the 50s.

"Just Say No™ First Lady, Nancy Reagan’s slogan of the early 80%s. Sometimes thought of as an
oversimplified slogan aimed to teach kids not to use drugs.

v
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lame Used to describe something or someone who is not cool or acceptable.

like A word used before every sentence in the 80's. “Like, are you going to the prom?”

M

major To stress something you say, immensely. “You are a major dipstick, Major!”

mall chick Girl who spends most of her time at the mall. Big meeting place of the 80%.

Mint adj; Meaning perfect; Awesome; beautiful; i.e. “That chick is mint!”

Moldy Meaning if one does something stupid or embarrassing they feel moldy “you feel moldy” Can also

be used as “you feel Molded”.

“Not evenl”  Used when someone says something you don't like or disagree with.

networking To meet well-connected people at parties. Sometimes old friends and most of the time, new people.
A way for yuppies to get ahead and make connections.

new wave A type of heavily synthesized pop music performed by groups like A Flock of Seagulls, Duran
Duran, The Busboys, Thompson Twins and Eurasure. A form of disco that had an essence of the

future. This spun off people who dressed “new wave”. Lots of mouse or gel in the hair, makeup on
the face, loud colors, etc.

o-fama Suffix you affix to a word to describe the whole spectrum of the meaning. “He is a Dweeb-o-rama’.

Meaning, you are describing someone that is every sense of that word.

out the door A suffix used at the end of a phrase. “Gag me out the door.” Meaning, something gaged them so
much they had to leave the room.

paninaro Italian slang for a person or persons who are fashion conscious. Came from the Pet Shop Boys with
their song “Paninaro”.

party hearty/party hardyTo party excessively.
PC 1. Personal Computer (early 80s) 2. Political correctness.

pencll youin  To tentively set an appointment with someone. If you were not sure you will make the appointment,
you would say, “T'll pencil you in, just in case something comes up”.

Phat To be phat is a good thing. If someone says you are phat, it doesn't mean you are overweight. Sort of
like telling someone they are bad. A term still used today. See also bad.

Pisser/Pissa  Funny; Hilarious; “He’s a pissa”.
Poser A ‘wannabe’ spin off

preppie/preppy A collegiate type, someone who wore Polo or Izod shirts, deck shoes and a cloth belt. Preppies usu-
ally grew up to be yuppies. See also yuppies.

sik
A A term meaning “gotcha” Psych was usually used after telling someone something not true.

AN

4
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MURDER HIGH GLASS REUNION

AN

R

rad/radical If something is rad, it's not only attractive, it’s attractive immensely.
rap Speaking or singing rhythmically over a beat in the background. One who raps is a rapper.
rush/head rush Big thrill. “That roller coaster was such a head rush™

S

Sex, drags and rock *n rollf This phrase may not of been coined in the 80’s, but it sure was used often enough.

slamdance Punk teens throwing themselves while “dancing”, trying to harm either themselves or others for
enjoyment. The same sort of dancing resides today in mosh pits.

spazzing Overly excited. An exaggeration of being excited.

stoked To be ready to do something,.

stud A macho guy, man or teenager. Guys used to call each other studs as well as woman referring to a

good looking guy as a stud. Also used to describe a man who is sexually active.

v

to the max To the extreme. Taking it to the max or maximum level.
totally Another way to stress what one is saying. “That is totally tubular”. -or- “School is totally uncool”.

tabalar Something that is cool. Something overwhelming. “Tubular, totally tubular.”

V

Valley Girl/Val Airheaded, spoiled girls in California’s San Fernando Valley. Later, valley girl talk or valspeak
inhabited the 80s across America. A Valley Girl would of said something like: “That stud is like,
omygod, so rad!”

veg Term used to describe chilling out or taking it easy. Derived from the word vegetable or someone
who is paralyzed. A couch potato would be a veg. See also couch potato.

wannabe A person who would like to be like someone else. Usually a pop star or a person in the public eye.
There were lots of Madonna wannabe’s in the mid-80s.

wicked Another word for good, radical or bad. See radical and bad. “She is wicked nice.”

word Adjective; Very cool or wicked. “That movie was word!” “Truth’. Something you said when you

would agree with someone.
word-up Another variant of “word”.

word to your mother  And yet another variant of word and word-up; something that is true or a way to express
Y that you agree with something someone said or done.

yuppie Young urban professional -or- young upwardly mobile professional. A well educated, career ori-
ented, almost always white and driven by lots of money. This person is also into the social scene
especially if it could better their business or carcer.

Y
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1990’s Slang
1. 110 Percent

It was the amount you gave when you were giving your very best. Its logical impossibility made it the
premise of a joke in a 1992 episode of The Simpsons. By 1998, it was still so popular that it landed
on Lake Superior State University’s annual Banished Words List.

2. Bada-bing

Spell it with one D or two, pair it with bada-boom, and ... bada-bing bada boom ... you have an
unpretentious '90s catchphrase, meaning “Voila!” Though the Oxford English Dictionary (OED)
notes that the term was used in 1965, eight of its 11 citations are from the '90s, it was on the
Banished Words List in 1994, and was the name of the gentlemen's club in HBO's The Sopranos,
which debuted in 1999.

3. Buzzkitl

It wasn’t in the Scrabble dictionary until 2014, but according to Merriam-Webster, buzzkill—
defined as “one that has a depressing or negative effect”—finds its first use in 1992, two years
before the short-lived MTV prank show that bore its name.

4. Harsh

When Tai declares that Cher is "a virgin who can't drive" in Clueless, Cher shoots back, “That was
way harsh, Tai.” The film is such a rich repository of '90s lingo that it receives 74 citations in Green’s
Dictionary of Slang, which defines harsh in this context as "very unpleasant, exceptionally rude, ill-
mannered, extremely bad."

5. Jiggy

Though jiggy has been a slang term for nervous energy since the 1890s, it only acquired its
connotations of dancing, fun, and sex from one place: Will Smith’s 1997 hit, “Gettin’ Jiggy Wit It.”
Na-na, na, na, na-na-na.

6. Judgy

According to Merriam-Webster, judgy also made its appearance in 1997 as a derogatory term
meaning "tending to judge others harshly or critically.” Strange, because one of the most judgy
people on earth, Judith Sheindlin, found '90s success one year earlier with the premiere of Judge
Judy.

7. Metrosexual

This portmanteau for a stylish urbanite was coined by Mark Simpson in a 1994 essay. "One sharply
dressed ‘metrosexual’ in his early 20s ... has a perfect complexion and precisely gelled hair, and is
inspecting a display of costly aftershaves,”" Simpson wrote. His list of metrosexual must-haves
paints a picture of the '90s male: Davidoff aftershave, Paul Smith jackets, corduroy shirts, chinos,
and Calvin Klein underwear.



8. Majorly

The OED finds examples of the slang use of majorly in the '80s, but it was in the '90s that majorly
got majorly big. Consider, once again, Clueless. Based on Jane Austen’s Emma, the story’s key
dramatic moment is the heroine’s realization that she is in love. “It darted through her with the
speed of an arrow, that Mr. Knightley must marry no one but herself!” writes Austen. How does
Cher express this sentiment in Clueless ? “I’m majorly, totally, butt-crazy in love with Josh!”

9. Noob

No list of '90s slang would be complete without one from the then-newfangled commercial
internet. This term for a beginner made its first appearance in 1995, in a Usenet forum devoted to
the band Phish. If you didn’t know what ASL stood for on ICQ, you were likely a noob.

10. Skeezy

An internet newsgroup was also the first place that this term for something distasteful appeared,
according to the OED. It was used to describe Freddie Mercury’s pants: "If you were performingin a
benefit concert for the lead singer of Queen, ... wouldn't you dress up a little more than skeezy
pants and football net-jersey?" A bit judgy, no?

11. Snark

The adjective snarky had been around for a century, but according to Merriam-Webster, the noun
snark, meaning “an attitude or expression of mocking irreverence and sarcasm,” didn’t appear
until 1999—an apt label for a lot of '90s humor.

12. Spousal Unit

In the '90s you could use this gender-neutral term for your romantic partner (legal or otherwise).
The only problem was that in tax law, the spousal unit refers to the couple, not the individual. It
wound up on LSSU’s Banished Words List in 1992.

13. Talk to the Hand

According to the OED, this phrase can be used "to express dismissive disregard of, or indifference
to, what a person has said or is saying" or "to implore a person to stop speaking." It apparently first
popped up as slang at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and as the OED notes, is
"typically uttered with a hand outstretched and the palm facing the person addressed." You can
also say "talk to the hand, 'cause the face don't understand."

14. Verklempt

Talk amongst yourselves! I'll give you a topic: Linda Richman was neither rich, nor a man. Discuss!
She was, however, the SNL character played by Mike Myers who popularized this Yiddish word
meaning “overcome with emotion” beginning in October 1991.



15. Bling

This term for ostentatious jewelry went mainstream in 1999 when hip-hop artist B.G. scored a
Billboard hit with a song called—you guessed it—"Bling Bling." By 2003, the Oxford English
Dictionary, always fashionably late to a party, drafted an entry for bling’s inclusion in its next
edition. "l knew it would go down in history, but the dictionary—that’s a whole 'nother level," B.G.
told the Los Angeles Times that year.

16. Yada, yada, yada

17. Boo-yah

An exclamation originatly used to emphasize suddenness or surprise, boo-yah became forever
associated with brilliant sports plays, thanks to the late Stuart Scott, an innovative ESPN anchor,
who punctuated his commentary with it and many other catchphrases. If you drained a three-
pointer, scored a touchdown, or hit a home run in the 1990s, you or a teammate likely shouted
"boo-yah!"

18. Chillax

Chillax has had a long post-’90s afterlife, but according to the OED, it began in a very ‘90s way: In
an online forum discussing the nascent oeuvre of Quentin Tarantino. "Chillax my friend. | agree with
most of your sentiments about Tarantino and his use of violence as comedy," someone posted in
December 1994, just two months after the release of Pulp Fiction.

19. Gastropub

Though the heyday of its use in America happened after the 1990s, the term gastropub actually
dates to 1991 and was in wide use in the UK throughout the decade. The term aptly describes an
eatery combining frou-frou food (gastronomy) with a scuffed-up, neighborhood feel (the pub). That
mix of exacting standards and self-conscious insouciance has come to symbolize so much about
the way we eat—and live—thanks to the 1990s.

20. Infobahn

Named "most promising" new word in 1994 by the American Dialect Society, infobahn was one of
the many terms coined to describe the internet. It had several virtues to recommend its use: it
wasn’t clunky like "information superhighway" and brought to mind Germany’s superbly



engineered and super-fast Autobahn road system. But not all good things are meant to last, and
after a short moment in the sun, infobahn was overtaken by nicknames like "cyberspace" and "the
net."

21. Not!

Saturday Night Live has been a font of jokes, catchphrases, and now memes for nearly half a
century. One of its most popular contributions to the way people talked in the '90s was the
exclamation "Not!" which debuted in a "Wayne’s World" skit in 1990 and was the American Dialect
Society’s “word of the year” in 1992. Adding it to the end of any declaration immediately negates
what you just said in the funniest way possible. Not! (Being on the receiving end of a "Not!" was,
needless to say, not so funny.)

22. Pomo

Much like today, the 1990s were a time when college campus debates about what to study, how to
study, and who should do the studying, broke out into the wider world. So too did this cute-
sounding, rhyming-compound shorthand for "postmodernism," the seemingly impossible-to-define
term for the arts, literature, and social arrangements of the late-20th century and the many
theories developed to explain them. Knee-jerk reactions against interpreting the world through a
postmodern lens even got a catchy bit of slang all its own: "pomophobia."

23. Regift // Regifter // Regifted

Some slang terms find instant success, while others must wait a while to find their moment. Regift
finds its first recorded use, as a noun, 400 years ago during the reign of Elizabeth I. But it was only in
1995 that the term found real popularity thanks to an episode of Seinfeld. The actor who played the
"register" in question also found subsequent fame; he was played by a young Bryan Cranston.

24. Score!

Green’s Dictionary of Slang defines it as an exclamation of "satisfaction, pleasure" and dates its
first use to the '90s. Anyone who lived through that decade can attest to its use, though it also
appeared on a notorious list of fake slang words published in The New York Times's Style Section
under the title "Lexicon of Grunge: Breaking the Code." The list was the invention of the receptionist
at a Seattle record label named Megan Jasper who didn’t think the Times would believe her prank
list. Other colorful slang of her invention? Wack slacks for "old ripped jeans" and lamestain for
"uncool person.”



25. Wicked

Green’s Dictionary of Slang dates the first use of wicked in a positive sense to the 19th century. But
wicked definitely had something of a moment in the 1990s, perhaps in part thanks to its laddish
use in movies like 1997’s Good Will Hunting ("My boy’s wicked smart") and TV shows like Jamie
Oliver’s Naked Chef ("Wicked kebabs," anyone?), which premiered in 1999.






—
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The most populf{rgrly 2000s slapg

Bling

Meaning: Basically, shiny stuff on clothing — this could go anywhere from bejeweling, to jewelry in
general! Bling is a simple way of saying that someone has an extensive amount of sparkle on their
outfit.

Crunk

Meaning: Essentially synonymous to having a good time (See: “Let’s get crunk!”), which could mean
anything between sober fun, or not sober fun.

That’s hot

Meaning: Usually used sarcastically, “that’s hot” is used as a satirical juxtaposition to someone
doing something that absolutely isn’t hot.

Trashed

Meaning: Synonymous to “Crunk,” except definitely not sober.

Word

Meaning: “Word” indicates that something is either understood or appreciated. It could be used
simitarly to “okay,” or to “awesome,” depending on context.

Biotch

Meaning: A quirky take on b*tch. You might have seen this used in 13 Going On 30, one of the
guintessential 2000s films.

Owned

Meaning: Something people would say when they felt like they accomplished something over
someone else, especially winning a game. Ex. “Yeah, dude | owned you at Mariokart!”

You got served

Meaning: Similar to “Owned”, but you basically say “served” instead. It’s like you serve them their
own busted ego on a tarnished silver platter.



Baller

Meaning: Similar to “awesome,” “baller” was a way to describe things being cool and/or exciting in
the early-mid 2000s.

Stoked

Meaning: Essentially a more relaxed version of being “ecstatic.” Being ecstatic about your birthday,
for example, is different from being stoked about not having Geology homework.

Peace out

Meaning: A fun substitute for “goodbye.” Extra points if you make a peace sign with your hand as you
say it.

Bounce

Meaning: A substitute for “leaving” a place or a situation. Ex. “Let’s bounce” rather than “Let’s blow
this popsicle stand.”

Dawg

Meaning: A way to describe another person that you felt pleasantly towards. Ex. “What’s up, dawg?

Poppin’

Meaning: Cool. See “Lip Gloss” by Lil Mama.

Woaz crackin’

Meaning: An opening statement to conversation, such as, “How are you doing?” except so very
much worse.

Sucky

Meaning: A sort of grotesqgue reaction to something that is bad at a relatively mediocre level.



Homeskillet

Meaning: Another friendty term for another person. Ex. “Wassup, homeskillet?” Synonymous with
“Homeslice.”

Mega

Meaning: Similar to “cool,” “mega” is a way to describe something radical or awesome.

Chillax

Meaning: To both “chill” and “relax” at the same time. It’s redundant because the two words have
extremely similar connotations, but still extremely fun to say.

Booyah

Meaning: An exclamation of excitement, this term could be compared to “Holla” or “Eureka.” It
should live on in infamy.

Fetch

Meaning: Very cool or fashionable, first popularized by Mean Girls. Yes, we are trying to make it
happen.

‘Rents

Meaning: A shorter and cuter way to say “parents.” Try this one if you’re close with your family and
see how they react.

Newbie

Meaning: Someone who’s, well, new at doing something, and maybe a bit naive. See also: “Noob.”

Peeps

Meaning: Short for “people,” your peeps are your ride-or-dies. Peeps walked so “besties” could run.

Sweet



Meaning: Not just a taste descriptor! “Sweet” is yet another way to exclaim happiness, especially
when you just got good news. Ex. “I just found $20 on the ground! Sweet!”

Fo shizzle

Meaning: “For sure.” (Thank you, Snoop Dogg.) Maybe we don’t need this one in our regular lexicon,
but hey, you know you want to use it ironically sometimes.

Take a chill pill

Meaning: Oh my god, relax! Often used in a passive-aggressive sense, it’s meant to sarcasticatly
calm down someone who’s stressing you out with their nervous or angry energy.

Talk to the hand

Meaning: Usually accompanied by flipping your hand out at someone, this is a more clever way to
say that you’re over the conversation and won’t be dealing with it any longer. Period.

Sketchy

Meaning: Not trustworthy. Your crush only texts you back at 3 a.m.? That’s sketchy.

Holla

Meaning: Holler. This can be used on its own as a way 1o signal your excitement about something
(see also: Booyah), but “holla at me” means you want someone to give you a call. | know, almost
none of us talk on the phone instead of texting these days, but | bet you miss Gwen Stefani’s
“Hollaback Girl.”



GrenZ.

Roughly speaking, Generation Z encompasses anyone born in the late nineties. And like all
generations, Gen Z-ers have their own slang, lingo and terms that can sometimes sound like a
totally different language. If you aren't quick enough to catch on, you might find yourself with FOMO
(fear of missing out—don't worry, you'tl learn).

Maybe it happened at your local coffee shop. Or while you were waiting in line at the grocery store.
No matter what generation you're a part of, you've probably experienced this: passing a group of
young adults and overhearing what you consider to be absolute gibberish. In actuality, those words
and phrases you couldn't understand at all are an entire language used by Gen Z kids to
communicate with one another!

With new slang popping up practically every time you blink, how are you supposed to keep up with
the day-to-day jargon of your Gen Z kids? Fear not; there's still time to keep from becoming old and
uncool! Our list of 50 Gen Z slang words is here to keep you from scratching your head every time a
Gen Z-er opens their mouth.

1. Glow Up

This means a makeover or transformation from bad to good.

2.CEO

If you're the CEQ of something, it means you've mastered it, or you're a pro.
3. Fam

Fam is a shorter word for family, but don't be fooled—it can be used to describe your friends or the
way Millennials use "bro."

4. Cancel Culture

Cancel culture is a form of shaming the actions or opinions of a public figure, company or
organization.

5. Stan

No, it's not short for Stanley. Instead, it's a combination of "stalker" and "fan." If you stan someone,
it means you're obsessed, but not in a creepy way.

6. E-boy or E-girl

This is similar to emo or goth culture, but they use the internet to express themselves.
7.W

To most, it's just a letter of the alphabet, but to Gen Zers, it simply means "win."

8. Dank

If something is dank, it's excellent or of very high quality.



9. Ghosting

This term is common in the earlier talking stages of a relationship. Ghosting someone means you
start ignoring them or stop texting them back.

10. Salty

Gen Z uses this term when they're feeling jealous.
11. Finna

Finna is a shorter way of saying, "I'm going to."

12. Big Yikes

The slang speaks for itself in this one. Big Yikes is used when you're so embarrassed that "yikes"
doesn't do justice.

13. Boujee
This term can be used if you're describing something or someone that is extravagant or fancy.
14. Cap

An older but still relevant term, cap means to lie. If you say "no cap,” it means you are being
authentic or truthful.

15. High-Key
High-key is simply the opposite of being low-key.

16. Cheugy

Something that is cheugy is not at all trendy.

17. Simp

Someone who does way too much for the person they have a crush on.

18. Camp

Something that is ironically trendy. One might consider Crocs to be of the camp aesthetic.
19. Woke

Woke refers to being politically aware.

20. TFW

TFW stands for "that feeling when." TFW you get off work early on a Friday.



