Anderson/ENGL 102-048
Homework for Tuesday, February 8

In class we continued our discussion of the first part of Brutal Imagination. We learned about the 1994 Susan Smith case and how she tried to blame a car hijacking and the kidnapping of her two young boys on a black man “the moment her car sank into the lake.” Of course, she never says he murdered them to distract the police from her crime. The last poem, comments on another crime which happened in Boston in 1989 where Charles Stuart shot and killed his pregnant wife and unborn child; he also blamed the crime on a black man.

In section 2, Eady uses the voices of black stereotypes to both comment on the imagined black man’s situation and to also demonstrated how deeply embedded the stereotypes are in US culture. It is only in the 21st century that we are starting to re-examine and stop using these images.

Notice again the images we spoke about in class and how Eady (the author) uses stereotypical nuances to create his story. (there are resources on the website that give an overview of these stereotypes.)

For Tuesday (2/8), please read parts 3 and 4 of Brutal Imagination. In these sections, we see Susan Smith’s lie unravel until she finally confesses. In the end Smith and her imagined kidnapper are separated from one another. Be sure to mark up your copy and write down any questions you have. Create another Double-entry journal with at 8-10 quotes and comments. 


