Anderson/English 102-048
WRITING ASSIGNMENT 3—Rhetorical Spaces
3-4 typed, double-spaced pages with a title
For April 5: In class work to choose one of the memorials you wrote about for homework. Discuss these with peers, then write 3 or 4 questions you need to answer.

For April 7: Conduct research which helps you find answers to your questions. Take notes. Write about two of your questions and how and what you researched to find the answer. In class discussion.
For April 12 and 14: Write your first draft for April 12. Share with writing groups. Provide feedback to each other. I will also be providing feedback during the discussions. Write down areas where you need to find out more information. For April 14 go back to researching to find that information. Bring new information to class. In class work on drafts; consultations. 

For April 19 and 21: Write a reflection on your project to date. What is going well with your paper? What are your concerns? What do you need to be successful with this effort? Bring this to class on April 19. For April 21, have a second draft of your paper for group review.
For April 26 and 28:  Peer Review on April 26 with specific questions. April 28—last class—we will discuss your writing a class reflection to be handed in with your paper and fill out evaluations.
May 6: Submit final Paper final paper at my office (Tillinghast 320) by May 6.
We have read and discussed Carole Blair’s “Contemporary U.S. Memorial Sites as Exemplars of Rhetoric’s Materiality.” In this article Blair discusses how a public space can be a text and a rhetor; she claims that any rhetorical text, like Charles Jenck’s says of architecture, “’is really a verb, an action’” (30). She provides rich rhetorical readings of five memorial sites which include the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial,  the NAMES Project (AIDS Quilt), the Civil Rights Memorial , Kent State’s Memorial and the Witch Trials Tercentenary Memorial. Blair uses five questions to situate these memorials:

What is the significance of the text’s material existence? (30-37)

What are the apparatuses and degrees of durability displayed by the text? (37-38)

What are the text’s modes or possibilities of reproduction or preservation? (38-39)

What does the text do to (or with or against) other texts? (39-45)

How does the text act on persons? (45-50)
Your goal for this paper is to offer a similar rhetorical reading of a public space. Choose a public space and provide information on it which takes into account the kinds of things Blair discusses. You need to consider the history and significance of this place, the materials of which it is constructed, how it is reproduced and/or preserved, how other places near it have an effect, and how visitors are affected by it. You will need to quote from Blair’s article as you construct your own rhetorical reading of this space. You should also include one or more pictures of the space to help illustrate your points, but to supplement, not take the place of the writing.
