Anderson/English 301
Literacy Narrative
3-4 typed, double-spaced pages with a title and page numbers

Brainstorming and discussion of notes January 27 and 30
Rough Draft to share in groups on February 1
Revised Peer Review Draft for February 6 (bring 2 hard copies)

Revised Draft for Grading on February 10  (in 2-pocket folder*)
We have also been reading and discussing literacy about rhetoric and about how people came to discover their reading and writing abilities. Now, you will take this understanding into your first paper as you tell your story of how you came to reading and writing in a literacy autobiography. 
For this paper, you should discuss your past and current interactions with reading, writing, including any technology you have encountered. You should write about your acquisition of literacy—how did you learn to read and write? Tell your audience what kind of a literate being you are through details of your reading and writing activities. Further, tell what your struggles have been in any of these activities. Most importantly, you must include a “so-what” or your purpose is in telling your story. What is important about these activities and the ways you engage in them? Why should the audience care about your story?
Choose a title which gives a quick idea of what your paper is about. Remember, a title is the first thing readers see, so make it count.

Following are some suggestions to get you started:  

Write down everything you do that involves reading and writing. Bring this list to class on Thursday, September 18.
How important are reading and writing to you? What is your relationship with books? with writing? What are some of your favorite readings or favorite writing activities or other literacy activities? Why? How do they influence your thinking? What roles did your parents, siblings, teachers and others play? What happened when you encountered reading and writing in a different language than your mother tongue?
What kinds of new media do you use (texting, Facebook, etc.)? for what purposes? What was your first experience with current technologies? How does using technology reflect on your literacy activities?
What has been a struggle for you in any of these areas?

We will be brainstorming ideas, reviewing this paper in class, and taking it through several revisions. You will also be meeting with your classmates to go over notes and drafts to help you throughout your writing process. You may also meet with me to look at your drafts should you choose to.

When you hand in your “final draft,” I will expect to see the revisions you have made along the way. Your paper must be given to me in your 2-pocket folder with all notes, drafts, review sheets and reflection about your process of writing before you hand in the final product.
