Social Class Questionnaire

Please respond to the following questions about social class:

1. How would you characterize your family’s socioeconomic background? (For example: poor, working class, lower middle class, upper middle class, upper class, ruling class).
2. What was/is your father’s occupation (if applicable)?

What was/is your mother’s occupation (if applicable)?
3. How would you characterize the socioeconomic nature of the neighborhood(s) you grew up in?

Of the community you grew up in?
4. Select from the list below five values/expectations/orientations that seem to be most valued in your family. Then select five that seem to be least valued or important. Do these most valued or least valued characterize class values?

getting by

making a moderate living

making a very good living

gaining social status or prominence

open communication among family members 

going to a place of worship

keeping up with the neighbors

being physically fit or athletic

working out psychological issues through therapy

helping others

getting married and having children

respecting law and order

defending one’s country

staying out of trouble with the law

being politically or socially aware

recognition

community service

saving money

making your money work for you

getting a high school degree

getting a college degree

getting an advanced or professional degree

learning a trade

helping to advance the cause of one’s racial, religious, cultural group

physical appearance

being a professional

being an entrepreneur 

owning a home

being patriotic

going to a private school

not being wasteful

having good etiquette

Others: __________________
5. Think of one or two people who you perceive to be from a different social class from you (someone from high school, from a job, from your university). What class would you say they belong to? What tells you this?

Besides money, what do you see as distinguishing them from you (or your family from their family?)

How would you characterize their values or their family values?

How are their values the same or different from yours?
6. What do you appreciate/have you gained from your class background? 
7. What has been hard for you being from your class background?
8. What would you like never to hear said about people from your class background?
9. What impact does your class background have on your current attitudes, behaviors, and feelings (about money, work, relationships with people from the same class/from a different class, your sense of self, expectations about life, your politics, etc.)?
This questionnaire was used is an undergraduate course in American Civilization taught at Brown University by Professor Susan Sumulyn.
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