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CONSTITUTION OF THE CHE-
ILOKEE NATION,

Formed by o Convention of Delegates

- “chotay July 1827,

Wi, Tut REPRESENTATIVES of the
people of the Cuknoxee Nation in
Convention assembled, in order to es-
tablish justice, ensure tranquility,
promote our commo welfare, and se-
cure to oursclves and our posterity
the blessings of liberty; acknowledg-
ing with humility and gratitude the
goodness of the sovereign Rulerof the
Universe, in offering us an opportuni-
ty so favorable to the design, and im-
ploring his aid and direction in its ac-
complishment, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the Government
of the Cherolee Nation. .

Arricee L

Sec. 1. Tne Bounvartes of this
nation, embracing the lands solemnly
guaranticd and reserved forever to
the Cherokee Nation by the Treaties
concluded with the United States, are
as follows; and shall forever hereat-
{er rémain unalterably the same—-to
wit—Bexinning on-the North Bank of
"Peanessee River at the upper part of
the Chiclzasaw old fields; thence along
the muin channel of said river, includ-
i oll the islamds therein, to the
mouth of the Hiwassee river, thence
up the mitin charael of said viver, n-
cluding Tslands, to the first hill which

to
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IWaat Is thete, inall the pomp of
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i piety is oftener found the downy
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closes-in on said river, about two miles
ahove Hiwassee old Town; thence a-
fong the ridze which divides the wa-
ters of the Hiwassee and little Telli-
‘¢o,to the Temnessec river at Tallas-
scei thnee along  the mnin channel,
including. Tslands, to the junction of
the- Cowee and Nanteyalee; thence
along the ridve in the fork of said ri-
ver. to the top of the blue ridge;
thence alonz the blue ridge to the Uni-
coy ‘Turnpike road; thence by a
straight line to the main source of the
Cheslatee; thence alongits main chan-
nel, including slands, to the Chatta-
hoochy; and thence -down the same to
the Creck houndary at Buzzard Roost;
thence along the boundary “line which
separates this and the’. Creek, Nation,
to n point on the Coosa tiver ‘opposite
the moath of Wills” Creek; thence
downalong the South bank of the saie
toa point opposite to Fort Strother;
thence up the river to the mouth of
Wills Creek; thence up along the
Tast bank of said creek, to the West
branch thereof, and up-the same to its
source; and thence along the ridgze
which separates the Tombechee and
"Fennessee woters, to a point on_ the
top of said ridze; thence due North
to Camp Coffee on Teunssee river,
which is opposite the Chickasaw Isl-
and; thence to the place of hegioning.

Sec. 2. The Sovercignty and Ju-
visdiction of this Govemment shall ex-
tend over the Country within the houn-
daries above described, and the lands
therein . are, and shall renin, the
common property of the Nution; but
the imptovements made thereon, and
in the possession of the citizens of the
Nation, are the exclusive and indefea-
sible property of the citizens respee-
| tively whe made, or may rightfully be
in possession of them: Frovided, That
the citizens of the Nation, possessing
exclusive and indefeisine right to
their respective improvements, as ex-
presﬂcd in this article, shall possess
1o righ( nor power to dispose of their
improvements in any mauner whatev-
er to the United States, individual
States. nor to individual citizensthere-
of;. and thot, whenever auy su che
zen or citizens shall v we with
their effcets out of the limits of this
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"so appoint a

readmission.  JMoreover, the Legisla-
ture shall have power to adopt such
laws and regulations, as its wisdom
may deem expedient and proper, to
prevent the citizens {rom monopoliz-
ing improvements with the view of
speculation.
Arricer 11,

See. 1. Tur Powrn of this Go-
vernment shall be divided into three
distinet departments;—the’ Legisla-
tive, the Executive, and the Judicial.

Sec. 2, No person or persons, be-
longing to one of these Departments,
shall exercise any of the powers pro-
perly belonging to either of the oth-
ers, except in the cases hereinafter
cxpressly directed or permitted. §

Anrieue 1L

See. 1. Tur LeeistaTive Pawnn
shall "he vested in two distinet
branches; a Committee, and a Coun-
¢il; each to have a negative on the
other, and both to be styled, the Gene-
ral Council of the Cherokee Nation;
and the style of their acts ard laws
shall be,

«RusorLven by the Committee wnd
Council in General Ceuncil conven-
ed.”

See. 2. The Cherokee Nation, us
laid off into ¢ight Districts, shall so
remain. -

See. 3. The Committee shall ¢
sist of two members rom each I
trict, and the Council shall consist of
three membery from each Distriet,
to be chosen by the qualified
electors of their respective Districts
for Lwo years; and the elections to
be held in every District on the first
Monday in August for the year 1828,
and every succeeding two years there-
afters. and the General Council shall
be held once a year, to be convened
on the second Monduy of October in
each year, at New Echota.

Sec. 4. Noperson shall be eligible
to a seat in the General Council, but
a free Cherokee Mule citizen, who
shall have attained to the age of twen-
tg-ﬁve years. The descendants of

herokee men by all free women, ex-
cept the African race, whose parents
may be or have been living together
as man and wife, according to the
customs and laws of this Nation, shall
be entitled to all the rights and privi-
leges of this Nation, as well as the
posterity of Cherokee women by all
frec men.  No person who is of negro
or mulutto parentoge, either by the
father or mother side, shall be eligi-
ble to holil any office of profit, honor
or trust, under this Government.

Sec. 5. The Blectors, and mem-
bers of the the General Council shall,
in all cases except those of treason,
felony, or breach of the peace, be pri-
vileged from arrest during their atten~
dasce at clection, and at the General
Council, aud ingoing to, sod returning
from, the same.

Sec. G. Inall elections by the peo-
ple, the clectors shall vote viva voce.
Llectors for members to the General
Council for 1828; shall be held at the
places of holding the sev 1 courts,
and at the other Lwo precincts in each
District which are designated by the
Jaw under which the members of this
Convention were elected; and the Dis-
trict Judges shall superintend the c-
lections within the precinets of their
respoctive Court Houses, and the
Marshals & Sherifis shall superintend
within the precincts which may be as-
sied then by the Cireuit Judges of
their respective Distriets, together
with one other person, who shallbeap-
pointed by the Circuit dndges for exch
procinet within_their respective Dis-
triets; ond the Cireuit Judges shall al-
clerk to each precinct—
The superintendents and clerks shall,

By Isasn Tuosas, Esq.
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Nation, and hecome citizens of anv
other Gavernment, all their rizhts :\n'x\
privileges as citizens of this Nation
shall rense;  Provided nerertheless,
That the Legisiatnee sholl have pow-
er o re-admit by law to all gllc rights
of ¢itizenship, any such personor per-
sons, who mav at duy time desire to
return ta the Nation on their memori-
alizing the Genera) Council for such .
. PROPERTY. OF THE !
CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1632 NORTH DEARBORN STREET - . v .

enis and humility, Wasiope day ne-
costed by a parishioner,“who hizhly
commended some of his performances,
of which the clerzymun’ himself had
a very low opinion. Afler potiently
hearing him a few moments, the cler-
pyman replied; <My Friend, all thot
»:.\' ‘you say gives me no hetter opinion of
A smyself thant [ had hefore, hut gives me
3 mu~h worse opinion of yon.”
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on the Wednesdny morning succeeiing
the election, assemble at their respe
tive Conrt Flouses and proceed 1o ex-
amine and aseertain the tree state of
the -poils, and shall issue to o eh
iember, duly elecied, cortifiente;
and also make an official returnof the
statn of the polia of election to thef -
principal Chief, audit shall be: the du-
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