Anderson/ENGL 102
Homework for Tuesday, February 4

Please read the selected poems from Cornelius Eady’s Brutal Imagination. Through poetry,
Eady has used the real event of Susan Smith (who murdered her two children in 1992) to
bring to life the voice of the man Smith claimed abducted her: a black man she invented
to cover up her crime. Read them through once, take a break and then read it again. On
this second reading, mark places in the text you think are significant or where you have
questions (I want to see your writing notes on the pages!). When you have finished, write
a one-page response to the reading. In addition, write two questions to be used for
discussion. Bring all this work to class on Tuesday and be prepared to discuss.
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MY HEART

Susan Smith has invented me because

Nobody else in town will do what

She needs me to do.

I mean: jump in an idling car

And drive off with two sad and

Frightened kids in the back.

Like a bad lover, she has given me a poisoned heart.

It pounds both our ribs, black, angry, nothing but business.

Since her fear is my blood
And her need part mythical,

Everything she says about me is true. A
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WHO AM 1?7

Who are you, mister? .
One of the boys asks Grs 70 F
From the eternal. backseat e
And here is the one good thing: @ G

If I am alive, then so, briefly, are they,

Two boys returned, three and one,

Quiet and scared, bunched together

Breathing like small beasts.

They can’t place me, yet there’s

Something familiar.

Though my skin and sex are different, maybe

It’s the way I drive

Or occasionally glance back

With concern, -

" Maybe it’s the mixed blessing

Someone, perhaps circumstance,

Has given us,

The secret thrill of hiding,

Childish, in plain sight,

Seen, but not seen,

As if suddenly given the power

To move through walls,

To know every secret without wnannm&ob
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MY FACE And said:

All they do 0 vxcrw.

If you are caught g Is fuck and drink ~ \ R A
In my part of town e f,:w. All they're good for .
After dark, _. _......,,:..m o Ain’t worth a shit.
You are not lost; ,
You are abandoned. You recall me now

To the police artist.
All that the neighbors will tell It wasn'’t really my face
Your kin That stared back that day,
Is that you should But it was that look.
Have known better. —
All they will do
Is nod their heads.
They will feel sorry
For you,

But rules are rules,

And when you were

Of-a-certain age—~ "™
Someone pointed ./
A finger

\  In the wrong direction

o s
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THE LAKE They think:

P = ) Sooner or later
kvg‘wm_a called, I come. 4 They’ll have
, "My job 1 eat,
. Is to get things
: Done. But a deal’s a deal.
,_/ Our appetite behaves.
"‘QOur hands grip the wheel Our day seeps
As I steer toward Through yours.
The lake.
Ever try to say
The children and I Something,
Have been driving _ And know what you said
For days. Slid past an ear?
Ever look someone That’s the way these headlights
You know , Rake the road along the lake, ~
Straight in the eye That’s the way
Her children yawn in the
And have them look Backseat. -~
Right through you? That’s been
Our fugitive lives.
They think:
They'll have to sleep
Sometime,
But we don't do things
The way you do.
M i
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ym_ She knew she could get further with this
if she said a black man did it.
—A black resident of Union, South Carolina

WHY | AM NOT A WOMAN

How far do you think we’d have gotten
If I'd jumped in her car, a car I wanted
For who knows what,

A woman,

And not noticed the paraphernalia?
The rattles, the child’s seat?

Had smelled the spills, the dried pee,
The cloudy musk of old formula?

Even if I had pushed her out, head wild
With all I guessed I'd taken,

How many minutes,

After my foot brushed a ball,

After my eyes cooled down and focused on
The rubble of play,

How many lights do you think I'd run
Before all the stuff they'd dropped

Over the years

Into the small cracks; the straws, the cold
Fries, the pacifier,

18

How long do you think the cops would Listen B
Had Susan not sworn !
I was black, I was a bad dream,
The children didn’t mean a thing

f To that woman.

18
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