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INTRODUCTION
I

Little is known about Paul Cuffe, Ir. beyond what he tells us in this
brief memoir. His paternal grandfather was Cuffe Slocum, a West
Alfrican brought to the slave market in Providence, Rhode Island at
the age of 10 and sold to the Slocum family of Massachusetts. The
Slocums were Quakers and the idea of slavery so conflicted with
their religious beliefs that in the 1740s he was freed. In 1745, Cuffe
Slocum married Ruth Moses, a Wampanoag Indian from Martha's
Vineyard. They had ten children, one of whom was Paul Cuffe,
Sr., the noted black abolitionist and merchant of his time. Paul
Cuffe, Jr. was born in 1792 to Paul Cuffe, Sr. and Alice Pequit, a
Wampanoag Indian, also from Martha’s Vineyard. Paul Cuffe, Jr.
identified with his Indian ancestry, although he incorrectly called
himself a Pequot, instead of a Wampanoag. By contrast, his father
identified more strongly with his African ancestry.*

Paul Cuffe, Jr. informs us that he made his first voyage with his
father at the age of 12 in 1808, but he is two years off; he was 14 and
the year was 1806 (Thomas 1986:27-28). The ship was the Alpha,
owned by his father and with an all black and Native crew. The
ship sailed first to Wilmington Delaware, and then to Savannah,
Georgia, where it picked up a cargo of cotton bails. Cuffe tells
us that the Alpha laid over in Savannah for three months “in
making preparation for sea again.” They departed Savannah and
sailed north to the Grand Banks, then easterly into the Baltic to
Gottenburgh, Sweden, where they sold their cargo, “took in a load
of iron, steel and hemp,” and after a stop in Elsinore, Denmark,
for passengers, they headed home. The return trip was far less
enjoyable than the out voyage; they lost rigging and a longboat,
and had fo jettison some 50 tons of steel in a storm, before reaching
their destination, Philadelphia. Upon his return home, his father
sent him to a private school for the next 2 vears, after which he
returned to the sea.

From his memoir, it appears that Cuffe took the events of a life at
sea in stride. For instance, he mentions rather matter-of-factly that
he was in Portugal during one of Napoleon’s invasions. However,
there is more to the story than Cuffe relates. In 1803, after a
year of troubled peace in Europe, Britain and France resumed
their conflict. To deny Napoleon Bonaparte the resources of the
French colonies in the West Indies, Britain began seizing neutral

shipping. In 1806, Britain expanded the blockade to cover most
of the European coast. Napoleon retaliated with a blockade of
the British Isles. The United States took the position that neither
blockade was legal because neither power had the warships to
blockade all of the others’ ports and coastlines, including all of
their colonies. The United States then went one step further - a
step that seriously injured the New England merchants - it passed
the Non-Importation Acts in 1806, which prohibited trading a
range of commodities with Britain. Despite the act, the seizures
of American ships continued, as did the impressment of American
seamen into the British Navy.

Napoleon’s decrees had little affect on United States commerce,
but the same cannot be said for British actions. President Jefferson,
anxious to increase pressure on the British, signed the Embargo
Act in 1808, which stopped American ships from sailing to foreign
ports. As with the 1806 act, this act had little immediate impact
on Britain, but it was a massive blow to commerce and prosperity
on the northeastern United States. By 1812, the relations between
the United States and Britain had so soured that war became
inevitable. On June 19 of that year, President Madisen, with luke
warm congressional support, declared war on Britain.

It is within this context that we must read the experiences of Paul
Cuffe, Jr. during the years from 1806 through 1814, While Cuffe
writes of Napoleon’s invasion of Portugalin 1809, the battles to drive
the French out, and the “five hundred wounded soldiers brought to
Lisbon to have their wounds dressed,” he too was affected by the
hostile relations between Britain, France, and the United States.
He tells of his capture by the British, his imprisonment, escape,
recapture, his eventual release through the infercession of “a kind
hearted man,” and finally, of his return home in 1814,

Paul Jr. stayed at his parents’ home until the spring of 1815, when
he signed on his father’s ship Traveller as a seaman, to fish for cod
in the North Atlantic. There, he informs us, he and the crew of
17, mostly “Cape Cod men,” caught 160,000 cod in 45 days. They
returned to Cape Cod, where they dried the fish, and then to
Boston in December 1815, where the catch was sold. He returned
home for another short stay. This was to be the pattern for the
rest of Paul Cuffe Jr’s life; long journeys interspersed with short
respites at home. When he sits down to write of his adventures in
the spring of 1839, he is but 42 years old, and he has sailed most of
the world’s oceans.

The reader should keep in mind that this work is a memoir, not a
diary nor a history. It is subject to all of the limitations of memory.



We gain an understanding of the vagaries of a sailor’s life, but the
memoir is selective. There is great detail provided on the voyages,
Iocations visited, peoples met, fish and whales caught, products
transported and marketed, and ports of call, but almost nothing
on his family. Was he married? (The answer is yes, but we have
no details.) Did he have children? Why did he visit his cousin in
upstate New York? What motivated him to write this memeir? And
finally, what became of him after 1835? Unforiunately, we can only
conjecture; the answers await additional, diligent research.

The absence of these details does not, however, diminish the
value of the memoir. Cuffe presents a picture of the seaman’s life
as being one of rugged individualism and opportunism. Far from
being specialists - whalers, fisherman, merchantmen - he portrays
the sailor as a jack-of-all-trades, one who does ali of the above, one
who changes ships when there is ne profit to be had, or when the
captain does no measure up to the sailor’s expectation, or when
some interest of shore catches his fapcy. One can not help but
be impressed by the range of commerce he mentions - whale oil,
fish, salt, iron and steel, coffee, sugar, salt wine, wood - and the
list goes on. Equally impressive is the manner in which this trade
was conducted. Without high speed communication, ship owners
and their captains found markets for their cargoes and cargoes for
markets around the world. The risks were high, but so must have
been the profils, at least for the owners. Perhaps most impressive
of all were the crews who endured long periods of isolation from
family and home, as well as great physical danger, repeatedly
throughout their lives. Cuffe’s under-stated presentatwn makes it
all seem so routine.

Jack Campisi
_Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center

* For more information about Paul Cuffe, Sr., see “Memoir of
Captain Paul Cuffe, A Man of Colowr: To Which Is Subjoined The
Epislte of the Society of Sierra Leone, In Africa &c.,” (Re-printed
by the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center,2005),
and Lamont Thomas’s Rise To Be A People: A Biography Of Faul
Cuffe, 1986,

GLOSSARY

{The number in the left-hand column identifies the page in the text where the
item referrd to can be found.)

3. Paul Cuffe’s age was 14 and the year was 1806

4. Grand Banks: shoals east and south of Newfoundland, 500 miles long east
to west and 200 miles wide, noted as a major area for cod.

Orknies: Orkney Islands off the NE coast of Scotland.

Sleeve: refers to the passage between Norway-Sweden and Denmark, the
Skagerak and Kattegat, which form the entrance to the Baltic Sea.

Eisinore: Danish seaport on Zealand Island, home of Sheakespeare’s
Hamlet.

brig: two-masted, square-rigged ship, with an additional lower fore-and-aft
sail on the gaff and a boem to the mainmast

5. 5t Domingo: Dominican Republic.
Port Au Prince: seaport in the Republic of Haiti.

Robert Boyer: Jean Pierre Boyer, born 1776, died 1850; President of Haiti,
1818-1843.

6. Cape Hatteras: Dave County, North Carolina ‘
Azores: pine islands belonging to Portugal, located in the Atlamtic Ocean.

Cape De Verds: Cape Verde Islands, located 320 miles west of Cape Vert,
Senegal, Africa.

Buenavista: one of the Cape Verde islands

Brazil Banks: area in the mid-Atlantic between the Equator and 20 degrees
south.

7. Block Island: part of the State of Rhode Island, located at the eastern
entrance of Long Island Sound.

Letter of Marque brig: license 1o equip and arm a vessel to capture enemy
merchant vessels.

St. Jago: Santiago, port on the southeast coast of Cuba.

8. frigate: warship next in size to a ship of the line with one or two gun
decks,

Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, upon the river Thames: mis-
identified; the auther is referring {o the Potomac River.

sloop-of-war: small warship with guns on the upper deck only.

9. Jamaica: British island in the West Indies.



10.

1.

12.

13.

14,

15.

laudanum: solution containing morphine.

Kingston: city in Jamaica.

Port Royal: fortification at the entrance to the Kingston Harbor, Jamaica.
5t, Domingo: Dominican Republic.

English Drogger: drogher, a vessel common to the West Indies, rigged as a
cutter or schooner and used in fishing for herring and mackeral, or in locai
trade.

English man-of-war: any armed ship, including line and support vessels.
freemason: member of a secrel fraternity for mutual aid and fellowship.

shoals of Barnegat: located 15 miles off the New Jersey coast near the
entrance to Barnegat Bay. Great Egg Harbor: located in southern New
Jersey, near Cape May.

Belisle: Belle 1sle, located in the Strait of Belle Isle between Labrador and
Newfoundland.

Esquimaux Bay: probably Hudson’s Bay.

Nantucket: island off the coast of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, part of the
State of Massachusetts. Chatham: village on Cape Cod Masachusetts.
brig; two-masted, square rigged sailing ship, with two or more headsails.

Cape Florida: located 5 miles south of Miami, at the southeast end of Key
Biscayne Inlet.

Fustick: fustic, yellow dye obiained from two sources, a tropical tree
Chlorophora tinctoria and Sumac Cotius coggyria.

Ferroe Islands: Faeroe Islands, 22 islands located off the north coast of
Scotland between the Shetland {slands and Iceland.

Cape Harrison: promontory point in northern Labrador.

quintal: hundred weight, 100 pounds in the United Sates and 112 pounds in
Great Britain.

Matanzas: located 60 miles east of Havana, Cuba.
Bahama Banks: shoals off the west side of the Bahama Islands.

Sperm whale: Physeter macrocephalus, hunted for the oil in its head and
for amberfris, a strong smelling waxlike secretion found in the stomach
and used in the manufature of perfume.

Cape Horn: southern extremity of South America, 56 degree south and 67
degrees and 16 minutes west.

Juan Ferpadez Island: group of three islands owned by Chile, 400 miles
west of Chile.

Robinson Crusoe: the main character in a series on novels by Daniel Defoe,

16.

17.

18.

16,

20.

21.

first published in 1719, and based in part on the adventures of Alexander
Selcraig, aka Alexander Selkirk (1676 - 1721), a Sottish seaman, who, after
an arpument with the captain of his vessel in 1704, asked to be put ashore on
the uninhabited Mas a Tierra Island, one of the Juan Fernandez Islands. He
remained there for four vears and four months until picked up by another
English vessel.

Payta: city in Peru south of Colon.

Gallipago Islands: Peruvian possession in the Pacific, loacted at O degree
latiutude and 91 degrees west longitude.

terrapin: aquatic turtle of the genus Malaclemys.
Callao: port city in Peru

Panama Bay: Gulf of Panama, west coast of Panama.
Peuro: Pieura, village 50 miles east of Payta, Peru.
Apputaria: village in Peru.

Tombus: Punta Tumbes, also known as Tome, coastal village a few miles
north of Concepcion, Chile,

Reupore Islands: Cuffe may be referring to the Faster Islands, one of which
is called Rapa Nui. They lie some 2,200 miles west of Chile and near a
major whaling ground.

Riotier: one of a group of islands called the Society Islands.

Fayees: Genus Passiflora; commonly known as Passion Fruit; there are
more than 450 edible species of the that grow wild in South and Central
America.

tarrow: taro, Colocasia esculenta, Asian plant having an edible tuber, or
underground stem.

St. Domingo: Dominican Republic,
Mexico Bay: Gulf of Mexico.

Western Islands: Hebrides, islands in the Atlantic Ocean off the west coast
of Scotland.

Flores: Indonesian Island.

Stockbridge, New York: town located south of Rome, New York,



Sources:

Aak to Zumbra: A Dictionary of the World’s Watercraft.
The Mariner’s Museum, Newport News, Virginia.

International Maritime Dictionary. Rene de Kerchuve,
ed. I}. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., Princeton, New Jersey.

Merriam Webster's Geographical Dictionary, 37 edition.
Ouxford Atlas of the World, 4% edition.
Oxford English Dictionary, unabridged.

The Columbia Gazetteer of the World, Saui B. Cohen,
ed. 3 vols.

The Randem House Dictienary of the English Language,
2 edition unabridged.

“The Real Robinson Crusoe,” by Bruce Selcraig. Smithsonian,
July 2005, Vol. 36 (4).

NARRATIVE
OF THE LIFE OF

PAVL CUFFPE,

A descendant of an Indian family, which formerly
resided in the eastern part of Counecticut and
constituted a part of that fierce and warlike
tribe of Indiaus called Pequots, of whose ex-
ploits in the early Wars of New-England, the
reader may become acquainted by perusing
“Trombull’s History of the Indian Wars.”

Tus subject of this narrative was born in the town of West.
part, in the State of Massachusetts.  His father, Paul Cufle,
was a sea-faring wan, and had the command of a number of
merchant vessels, 1t was with him that L made my first voy-
age, when a boy twelve years old.  This wasinthe year 1808,
On the morning of a pleasant day in the month of May, of that
vear, we hoisterd sail and stood out for sea. There were 16 .
bards on board.  Fhis was pew bosiness to me, and with the
novelty atiending a sea vovage 1 was highly pleased. Noth-
ing vecommon atiended this voyage, which was made to Pas-
samaquaddy, for Plaster of Paris.  We made this voyage down
i about 10 days. After loadiog our vessel, which took two
weeks, we againset sall for Wilmington, in Delaware, at which

ort we safely arrived in 16 days, discharged our freighs, took
in ballast and 300 bushels of apples, and sailed for Savannzb,
in Georgia, where we arrived without any aceident to mar the
pleasure of the voyage, in about tweniy days, where we again
discharged aur freight and reloaded our vessel with Cotton,
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Rice and Logwood, Here we lay thiee months in making
preparation [or ser again. From this place we made out inlo the
broad Atlantic with sl sails futiering in the balmy breeue, and
all hands fuil of hope and buoyant with expectation. This was
a long, tedious voyage, as the reader will readily imagine when
I inform him that we sailed 2 great numaber of days is a north-
ward direction, until we made the Grand Bapke; then we
steered away for the northern coast of Scotland, which we
reached in about fifiy days. Thenes we continned our course
around the Ovkniesintothe Northern Sea,and made theentrance
to the Baltic through what is called the Sleeve; thence along
the coast of Copenhagen notthward to Gottenburgh, s flourish-
ing town in West Gothland 1o Sweden. Here we lay six
weeks, sold our lading, and took in a load of iron, stes] and
hemp. From thence we sailed for Elsinore, a seaport of Den-
mark, where we fook in a number of passengers for Philadel-
phia, at which place we arrived after a long passage, somtime
i the month of September, 1809. During this voyage we had
much rovgh weather 5 so much so, that we were compelled 1o
thirow overboard Gfty tons of iron while on the Grand Banks.
Diwring this gale we lost our fore-top-mast, jib-boom and long
boat.

At this port we sold our Joad ; alter which my father put me
to a high school in Williams' Alley, where ! remained two
years, L'bis was ao excellent school, taught by a Priend Qua-
ker, a very worthy man, whom § shall ever have cause to re-
spect for his many acts of kindness towards me.

After the close of my term at school, I relurned home to
Westport, afier an absence of three vears and five months.  If
the reader has ever been u long winle absent from home, he
can easily imagine my feelings on my arival at the dear pater-
sul mansion.  Here [ again saw my father and mother, bro-
thers and sisters, where 1 remained but three weeks before 1
again left the fire side of my dear parents to launch out wpon
the broad Atlaniic’s briny bosom. At the expiration of the
above term, I shipped aboard of the brig Traveller, Capt. Tho-
mas Wainer, for Kennebec, state of Matne. On sur passage
to this place, oor vessel capsized about 10 o'clock at night,
which cansed us much trouble to get her righted again; but
after four hows’ streggle, and by the aid of our Great Father,
we got the ship to nghis, and went on cur passage, which we-

5

Huished in about seven days fromn this event. Hers wae sold
our leading and took i a load of pine lumber. AL this place
we were detained but about ten days, when we again hoisted
sail for Westport, where we arrived in {en days thereafler.
Here 1 tarried with my family but fonr weeks before [ agam
shipped aboard of the {ast named vessel for Lisbow, in Portu-
zal, where we arvived after a rough passage of forty-five duys.
Qur lading was 525 barrels of whale oil, which we sold at Lis-
bon. While at this place we hsard the roar of the cannon in
an engagement between a division of the army of 1he Great
Napoleen and the English and Portugtese troops, and the night
after this battle the writer saw five hundred wounded soldiers
brought into Lisbon fo llave their wounds dressed. In (his
engagement the English and Portuguese repelled the army of
MNapoleon, and caused them 1o &1l back a number of miles.
 Here we tarried about four months, aud took in one hundred
and elghty merino sheep, being the second foad ever taken o
the United Siates. Besides these we took in Salt and Wine.
Our passage back to Wesiport was made in thirty-five days.
Here we tarried but one week, and agam afier taking m bal-
iast, praceaded tosea, and steered away for Edenton, North
Carolina ; at which port we arrived in 16 days. Here we
were detainted aboul six weels,  Afler Joading our brig with
shingles and herring, we again stoad out for sex, and muie for
St. Domingo, an Island of 1he West Indies, peopled by free
blacks, having a vepublican form of government.

During this passage we encountered heavy gales of wind, and
came very near being shipwiecked, but we were all preserved,
and in 18 days from the time we set sail, we made Fort Au
Prince. This is o Inrge sea port town, sitnated betweentwo
high mountains. This place is the residence of the chief ma-
giatrate of the nation.  Hobery Boyer was then clothed with
the presidential power, This personage was of commanding
aspect, and appeared to be o mulatto. e used every day to
cell out hie body goard, who were a fine looking set of fellows
a5 1 had ever seen. They nppeared to understand military
tactics 1o perfection. They were elegantly dressed in red
frocks and trowsers, faced with blue and green.  On the whole,
they might be called first rate soldiers. Boyer was most su-
perbly dressed and equipped, and op horseback made an ele-
gant appearance.
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T'hizis an unhenlthy plree for strangers, our crew being
maostly sick while there,  We stopped at this place about three
weeks, during which time we took in 2 cargo of Coffee and
Sugar. From this port we sailed somelime o October 1814,
At this time the government of ity native country and Great
Britain were at war.  During this voyage, which was macde to
New-York, we were chased by 2 Brivish man-of-war for more
than four hours, while off Bermuda ; but we out-sailed ber and
made our escape.  When off Cape Halteras, we lost our fore
top-sait during a heavy squall of wind, We reached the quar-
antine at New-York, after a passage of 13 days. Hers wae
had to lay (o for 3 days. for the purpose of being examined by
the health officer ; alter which we went ep to the city, where
wa discharged onr freight which took about one week, when
we again satled for Westport, the place of my nativity, Here
¥ saw my father and mother, with whom [ stayed but 5 weeks
before § again left my peaceful home and all the many hitle
endearments which always surround the paternal mansion, for
New Bediord, a sea port town in the south-eastern part of
Massachusetts, where Fshipped abaonrd the Atlas, & whaleman,
hound to the Brazil banks.  We hoisted sail just at night, and
streved away in an east northieast direction uniil we crossed the
Grand banks, and then stood away for the Azores, where, after
20 days’ sail, we made the Island of Carvo, one of tha! group
of Islands. Here we stopped a few days and fook in 500
bushels of poiatoes and 106 bushels of opions, There was no
harbor in this place ;. so we were obliged 10 go ashore in vur
Liats. The people brought down the above avlicles on their
backs. Men, women and children were all engaged in sup-
plying us with the abave articles, We paid them in oil, of
which they were very fond.  What they de with it | know
not.  They were s very kind people to strangers, but poor.
from thie place we sailed for the Cape De Verds, on the coast
of Africa.  We were forty-two days i sailing from ihe former
to the latter island.  We touched at the island of Buenavista,
one of 1his group, where we took in thirty-two hogs, for which
we paid corn, meal and bread. These people are of a very
dark hue, and speak the Potuguese language. Here we stop-
ped but four days, when we set all sails and steered away a
southwest course, for the Brazil Banks, where we amrived, al~
ter a sail of forty-two days.

7

Hera we commenced fishing for whale, but for 2 1ime had
bad luck, owing (v the drunkien habits of our Caplain, We
sunk twelve whales before we caught one.  Then we caught
siz in the course of two weeks. [ harpooned all these, and
assisled in taking and towing them along side the ship.  Afier
we gel a whale along side, we hitch our blubber hooks into the
haad, after severing ¥ from the body, then, with our windlass,
draw it aboard, and dip the oil out, which sometimes amounis
1o move than ffty barrels.  After this we, commence culling
the whale in a circular manner with our spades; then we hitch
the blubber hooks into the commencement next to where {he
head was taken off, and by pulling at the windlass, tuke off a
large piece which will usually when tried and strained, produce
ten barrels of oil. Belore heaving ou bourd this plece, another
hook is fastened below the one o be taken off; when this is
done with a cross blow from (he spade, the first piece is sepa-
rated from the rest of the whale, 'T'hen the cutting is confin-
ved in the same maoner as before mentioned, and another picce
torn off and swung aboard. This operation keeps the whale
constantly rolling over unitl the mass of flesh is siripped from
the carcass, which is then permitied to Hoat off, or siuk, and it
becomes the sport of sharks, who feed opon the little flesh
which remains afler it bas gons through the hands of the
whalamen.

Hers we stayed but six weeks before we took in 1600 bar-
rels of oil.  T'his was about 300 miles off 1he Brazi] coast—
From this place we set suil with our eargo about the middle of
Juns 1813, for New Bedlord, where we arrived in filty-seven
days. When off Block Island we saw the keel of a brig, up-
on which were marked the names of & number of persons wheo
undoubiedly helonged to her and had died upon the wreck.

We were about five days unloading ship, after which the
hands were paid off and discharged. Afier this I went again
to visit my parents at Westport, where 1 stayed but two weeks
befors 1 went ta Philadeiphia across land, and shipped aboard
the Dorothea, a Letter of Marque brig, Captain Aaron Pitney,
bound to 8&. Jrgo, Ieaded with flour and hoop-poles. This
brig mounted ten guns.  When out two days we fell in with
an English brig of ten guus, {o which we gave chase, and fought
her for about twe hours, whan she got away from us, we being
unable to gain upon her in consequence of having our rigging
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badby cul tepisces. Lo this action we lost two wen killed and
the Caplain badly wounded.

About thice days after the above action, about 4 o'cleck A.

.. we discovered an Euglish frigate, which gave chase 1o us,
and fired several guns, none of which reached vs. This ves-
“sob we outsailed and left far bebind by 2o’clock P. M. . Eight
days after this chase, we reached 51 Jago, and discharged our
freight.  Here we tarried thees weelks and sold the brig toa
Spanish genileman. We then tock passage in the Amelican
schoaner Mary, bound 1o Alexandria, in the District of Ce-
iumbia, upon the river Thames. This.vessel had been trading
under an Huglish license, and had been taken by the schooner
Rollo of Baltimore. Her capters were sending her home as a
prize.  Of this we were not made acgnainted until we had got
out to sea.  When we set sail, we bad nine men sick with the
veilow fever, six of whem died and were consigned te the
vasty deep, after the usual ceremmg of the reading of prayers,
&e. We were off the enst end of Cuba, when we dissovered
early in the morning, a large sail to the eastward, which we
took fo be an Ameriean man-of-war, but soon fbund we had
been falally deceived, for she was a large English sloop-of-war
called the Sapho, Capt. O'Brady. She fred a broad side
which sent all hands below except the captain and mate.—
She then stopped fiving and vun down upon us, and asked us if
“we did uot know it was war {ime, to which we answered in
the affirmative. She then run under our lee. and sent her
launel and jolly boat. with 30 men, who boarded us. The
Capt. having the old license from the Briish Admiralty with
him, presented it (o the boarding waster, who immediately
went on deck and informed the Capt. of the sloep that the
schooner had 2 good license, and was told by the Capt. to
averhau! her well, and let her go,if &l was right.  "The board-
ing wasler then went below and told the Capt. that he would
overhaul his trunk, which he refused, but sller saipe threats
from the former, the latter gave up the keys, Search was then
made and a commission from the schooner Rolle was found,
and the uniform coat of the Captain, This took from wue all
chance of eseape, for immediately after, & prize master and
twelve men from the sloop were sent aboard of us {o take
charge. The Capt. of the English sloop then told the prize
wasier fo leave all the Amedcan siek board the prize, and

P
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seird the others aboard of his vessel. They thes ovdered sl
our crew aboard the sloop except the second mate and myself,
who feigned ourselves sick,

Soewmetime during the afternoon, the sloop gave chass to an
Ameriean privateer, and the prize ship steered away for Jamai.

~ea. Soon after this, Mr. Hutchins, the second mate of the

Mary, gave the British a large supply of rum, 1n which he had
previously put a quantity of lnudanum. This, afier a little
time, threw them wto a lethargic state, as a matter of coursc.
Alfter they had hacome quite sleepy, the maie fold me that we
inust retake the ship that pight, and that | must stand by him,
for he had picked me out of the whole crew of the Mary for
that very purpose. 1 told him that thers was so many well
armed men on board, that T thought the proposed adventure
too hazardous, but he said we could easily accomplish it if
we wotild be bold, as we should have to have to go 1o Jamai-
ca and probably die there, unless we could {ree ourselves that
night. [then told im | would stand by him, The sleepy crew
were now all in the steernge, except the the prize master, who
was ip the cabin asleep.  Eight o'clock in the evening, was
the time agreed upon to commence operations. When that
hour arrived, the mate direcled me to go below and seizo the
afficer in the cabin, while he would secure the hatehway and
prevent the crew from making their way lo the deck. Al now
depended on doing business with despaich. While hurrying
below, | slipped and fell upon the deck; this waked my aa-
tagonist, whom I intended o catch napping, but imagine my
disappointment when he jumped from ki herth like & tiger whe
had beey suddenly awakened by a band of hunters; but | was
ready, and as bhe struck the deck and was in the act of draw-
ing his sword I closed around him, fastening his arms from be-

hind by grasping him firmly 3 bui he was & powerful man and

1 but & boy, still [ was determined and resolute. After squab-
ting for some time, he shook me from him, and whilein the act

of turning o face me, I gave him a blow under the chin that

fulied him to the deck. -1 then cut hig belt as soon as thought,

and threw his pistols and sword under the eabin steps; just

at this timme, Mr. Hutchine, who had succeeded in his part of
the enterprize, threw a hatchet to me and told me to sphit the
officer’s head open if he attempted to get up. 'This ¥ took and

helding it over lus head, told him § would finish hinin an in-

B
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siant if he moved. At this juncture Mr. H. came to my assisl-
unce, and we soon finished the business by puiting the prize
masler o irons. .

Afier il this was done we armed ourselves and steered away
for 81. Jago, a Spamsh port on the Tsland of Cuba.

My comrade and mysell now had full command, and feit
aurselves free.  'We took turns in watehing the crew, and every
thing went on well unti! the next morning, when vur hopes of
freedom were suddenly blighted, even when we were g plain
sight of, and but three miles from, the port o which we were
steering, by being retaken by the same slonp which had taken
us the day before. They immedimtely pug us in irons, which
they kept on us for fifteen days thereafier. Thus we were
doomext {o the most cruel disappeintment. We were now put
on hoard the stoop, which sailed for Kingston, on the lsland of
Jamaica ; but she had sailed but & few days before she gave
chase toan American privateer. A running fight was kept up
hetween these two war vessels umil towards night, when the
British sloop had her main-top-mast shot away. This took
some little time (o repair, after which we steered for-our place
of destination, where we arrived in about three days. While
making the port we run aground and were not able to get off
until about four o’clock next morning, and then by the aid of &
British man-of-war, which was lying at Port Boyal.

The captain of the sloop kindly kept us on board his vessel
for two weeks ; afler which we were sent on board of a prison
ship, where we remained eight months, While here we fared
very pocrly, having only half a pound of meat, a pound of bread
and a giil of peas per day. There were nine hundred Ameri-
ean prsoners confined in this vessel, shut out from home and
all its many endearments.  Many of them were sick with yel-
low faver, and met hers thelr final exit for from friends and
home.

After the expiration of the above time, six of us gof away,
by swimming asbout a fourth of 2 mile to & vessel which kay at
anchor in the harbor, the jolly boat of which we made bold
to take into onr possession, and steered out of the port through
a great number of men-of-war in safety.

Harly the next morning, we captured 2 small fishing cance
manned by five slaves, from which we tock a turtle, four fish,
a sail and three paddles. Immediately afterwards we heard
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the atarmy guns fred aboard of the ship from which we had but
just made oor escape.  We then made for shore, drew our
boat info n swamy, and lay concealed all of thatday. When
night came. we drew our boat 1o the water and polled away
for 8t. Domingo., The next day we discovered an English
Drrogger, manned with slaves, seventeen in sumber, and load-
ed with porter and cheese. "This craflt we boarded and took
possession of, after puliing the slaves aboard of our crafi and
giving them a swall part of the loading of the vessel. We
then steered away for New Orleans, but ill luck again atlend-
ed us, for we had pot bad - possession of her but a few hours
befors an English man-of-war gave chase {0, and compelled us
{0 run ashore 10 save being retaken.  But we bad not been on
shore long before we were agnin taken by some scldiers and
marched about thirty miles back into the country, and lodged
it & sfone jail, where we remained 25 days. Then we wers
marched down to the gea shore and put aboard the Sea-Horse
frignte, and carried back to Port Hoyal, where we were put In
irons and again pladed on boart the prison ship.  Thus were
all owr hopes of freedom again destroyed, when we thought our
liberty was almost within our grasp.  Alter this we weve kept
on balf the nsual quantity of provisions for about a month, to
pay us for our love of fiberty and fresh air, and hard puy we
thought 1t was LWwo.

We were again put in irons and otherwise harshly ireated, and
had given up all hope of ever seemp our native shores, when
one day soon afler this, Capiain Joseph Merrybew, from Wik
mington, in Delnware, was brought on board the prison ship
with nine other prisopers. This wan knew, and ingoired of
me how long | had been a prisoner. . | tokl bim, and he pro-
mised to help me to oblain my freedom; which promise he
faithiully kept.  Fle wasa frecinason, and a Kind hearted ma,
and to hhig influence [ own my early release ltom the miseties
of imprisoument, which } had borne for nearly a vear.  T'his
humane man procured not only my release bat a large namber
more of my poor countrymen.  'T'his was a happy change 1o
men who were sighing for freedom,

We hoisted sal sometime in the moath of August, 1814, and
steered awny for Baltimore  Qur ship was called the William
Penn. Captain Tarner.  In about eighteen days after leaving
Port Royal, wewnde Cape Feary, on the Virginta coast, where
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we found a Brilish bloekading fieet at anchor, the commandey
of which ordered us to Philadelphia, to which port we steered

awny, but we had the bad luck to sirike upon the shoals of

Baregat, duting a thick fog that canie on that afternoon, but
afler thiree hours hard Jaboy we got off and went on our voyage
and soon made the Delaware bay, winch was also blockaded,
Here we were again refused the privilege of going into port,
but were ordered 1o Boston, and were told by the Bnitlsh offi-
cers to get out {o sea within three hours or they would fire into
us. At this thne we were almost out of provisions and water.
Of this we made the tyrant officers acquainted, but they ntter-
ly refused elther to furnish us with these necessaries or permit
us {0 enter Philadelphia. So we were again compelied to go
to sea with one duy’s provisions and water, and steered away
for Boston. The next day about 10 o'elock, A, M., we made
Great Egg Harbor. The erew then told the Caplain that he
imust go ashore, for they would not stay aboard aund starve.
Hesaid he dared not do it.  They then tokt him that they
would give him half ap hour to think of it, and if he did not
then corply that they should take the ship ashore. He how-
ever complied, and we steered away accordingly. We were
soon agroond and were cowmpelled to throw overboard all the
batlast, casks, and every thing ou board ; however, afier much
hard stroggling with the sand and waves we got over the bar,
and got as near shore as possible, where we drove stubs down
1w keep the vessel. - After which, we stripped her of all hey rig-
gang and sails,  T'he next morning we saw the shore lined with
the militia of New Jersey, who took psto be an enemy, but
they soon found their mistake. Instead of an enemy, they
found us o poor set of weather-heaten, starved fellows.  Soan
after this, the Custom-House officer sent down boats and teok
us off, and cairied us to the village that was near by, and gave
us all a good dinver; afler which, we dispersed ; some went fo
New-York, and some to Philadelpkia. This was about the
middle of Beptember, 1814, Twe hundred and seven of ihe
crew started the next day afier we gut ashere, for Philadelpbia
by land, which was nbout ane bundred and fifly miles. With
thiz number I journied.  We suffered much on our journey,
being destitute of money, and being compelled to beg what lit-
tie we eat on the road. At night we slept in the woods. We
were seven days in getting o the place of our destination, two
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of which we eal nothing but whortleberrivs, which we plcked
by the way side.  On ihe thid day a Friend Quaker kindly
provided us with & good breakfust and gave us mooey to pay
our bridge fare.  This man’s pame was John Bogers; and of
him it may be truly said, « be did unte others as he would havs
them do unto him.” How few of the pious of this covelous
age ean be found Lo axlibit as much real disinterested benevo-
§ence as this man did.  Afier this we did not suffer for want of
wod.

We arrived at Philadelphia, and from thence we went either
1o sea or o our several homes.  Aller getting my pay, I went
agein lo see my paremts at Westport.  Here {stayed untii
spring, when I agam shipped aboard the ship Traveller. fon-
athap Kendrcks, master. The crew munbered seventeen
souls, principally Cape Cod men.  We siled for the Straits of
Belisle, where we went after codfisl.  'We sailed as far north
as Esguimanx bay, whers we took in one hundred and sixty
thousand fish in the short space of frty-five days. We then
satled for Bostou.  When off Nantucket we experienced a se-
vere gale, which continned all one mght, doring which ime tha
ship struck on the shoals; but after two hours we got off and
put inte Chatham, on Cape Cod.  We lost our main-mast du-
ring this gale, and all the houts but one; hesides this, we lost
one man by the name of Hagnis, wha feli from the fore-top and
was drowned. We drled our fish 2t Chather and refitted be-
fore sauling for Boston, at which place we arrived some time in
Decomber. He we disposed of vur fish and returned to New
Bedford and stayed until spring.

The next trip which I made to sea, wasin the brig America,
of 200 tons, William Dagget, master. We sailed from Boston
with a crew of ten men, and twenty-five passengers, ou a crovie
to New Oileans, which we made 1n twenty days.

W hile opposite Cape Florida, we fell in with a pirate schoo-
ner, which zave chase to us by coming down upon our larboard
guarter, and giving us a gun which passed through our bulwark,
Our Caplain at this juneiure advised a surrender of our vessel,
but the mate declared be would not give up if the men would
stand by him.  The passengers told bim they would fght as
lung as there was a man lefi. They then strpped off their
coals, and we cleared for action. We then fired a broad side,
which cut away the pirate’s main-niast and killed several of
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hererew. We fired several broad-sides, and the passengers
fired the small arms to good effect, for the enemy soon wore
away ic windward and got off as seon as pessible by means of
their oars, We saw several dead bodies floating on the water
belonging 1o the pirate crew.  We had but one mar wounded
and none killed.

We stayed at New Orleans three weeks, took in a joad of
Cotton, and agam sailed for Providence, where we arrived af-
ter a passage of thirty days. Here we discharged our cargo
and look iv & set of bailast, and alter ataying about iwenty
days wa again set sail for Richmond, in Vieginia, afier Sour.
We took i 1700 barrels of flour at the latter place and after
staying about three weeks again set sail for Boston, where we
arrived after a sail of fifteen days. *ere we were paid off and
discharged ; after which I went home to New Bediord, my
parents at this time being dead. Hers [ staved vntil the pext
June, 1817, when [ shipped aboard of the Alexander Barclay,
Captain Joseph Dunbar, bound 1o Ballimore, for Cotion, Fas-
tick, and Tobacco-stallke.  Afler loading our vesse] with the
above articles, we set sall for Bremen, a town in Germany, on
the river Weser. We had three passengers, De. Jamison, wife
and daughter. We were four weeks in loading our vessel
and thirty days on our passiige to Bremen, We had ap exeel-
Jent Captain. At Bremen we stayed bat three weeks, dis-
charged our frelght, took in batlnst, and two passengers, a Swe-
dish lady and ber daughter,  From here we sailed io Gollen-
burgh, which ook us fifieen days. FHere we took in a load of
Tron, stayed fonr weeks, and again set sail for New Bedford,
which place we reached in foriy-seven days therealter. We
went north about between Scotfand and the Ferroe [slands.—
When on the banks, we saw large islands of ice which eon-
tained a pumber of himdred actes, and some of them ope bun-
dred and ffty feet bigh, We arsved at New Bedford about
the first of January, 1818, The uext year | spent principally
arcund home. But in May 1819, | shipped aboard of the briz
Traveller again, on a cruise to Cape Harnson, in latitude 63

degrees north, where we {ook in twelve hundred quintals of

codfish.  While here we killed fonr white bears, . Wild geese
were very plenty.  We saw the Esquimaux Indians a number
of times satling i their skin cances. W made this voyage in
about six months. We sold our fish at Boston, and went home
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to Bediord, where all hnuds were paid off and discharged,

The next voyage that 1 made was with, Caplain Joseph
Gardner, to Matanzas, in the ship William, for Molasses, Cof~
fee, and Sugar.  This was in the vear 1820, T'he seas were
thickly infested with pirates a1 this time, which detnined us
eighteen days after we were loaded. Captain Porter at this
time lay off Matanzas, in the sloop Peacock. He had & num-
ber of schooners ajso under his command, two of which cog-
;oyid us with sixty other merchantven across the Bahoma

apks. .

The next fall § went another voyage in the Mary, of Bosion,
Captawn Joseph White, 1o St. Thomas for Molasses, which we
carried to Boston.

During the next eight years I made sixteen voyages to the
West India Islands, under dilferent Captains sud in different
vessels. In none of these voyages did any thing unesual occur,
though we had 10 throw some of our cargoes overboard o save
the vessels. After the ahova voysges | stayed at home & few
months, but not being cenlentec’ly on share, about the 25th of
June, 1829, 1 again went fo sea in the ship Trident, of 6001ons.
There. were sixty of the crew, principally experienced whalg-
men. YWe were bound to the Pacific Ocean, for whale.  Our
course was as usual by way of the Western Jslands, where we
arrived in about 20 days. We caught three Sperm on the pas-
sage.  We siopped Fliores, one of these islands, where we took
in potatoes, owions, pumpking, hogs, and chickens, Here wa
stopped but twe davs. Then we steered away souih for the
Cape De Verds, which we passed. “The nexi Jand which we
suw was the Isle of May. Thence we steered away for
Cape Horn, where we arrived in 90 days thereafier.  We
then dounbled Cape Horn, and sailed northward off the coast,
uptil we came to the island of Juan Fernandes. famous for its
being for several years the abode of the celebrated Rohinson
Crusoe.  One could not help thinking of the dreadful life this
celebrated navigator lived while here.  His lonely hours and
tantaliziag dreams.  Flis constant fear of beasts and canuibal
savages. While here we visited the untenanted cave where
that noted adventurer is said to have resided. On this island
are a groal many goatls; also peaches, which grow wild in the
woods. There were but few people here. The colony plant-
od by:Crusoe not having multiplied very fast. The land here
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is pood, Lul the shore is generally bold.  From this place we
satlndd for Payta, in latitude 5 degrees south, where we arrtved
after more than six months sail from the time we lefi New
Bedford. Here we tock in potatoes and enions, re-fitted ship,
arcl made ready for fishing.  Here we stayed eighteen days.
Then we satled {or the © eff shore ground,” a famous place for
sperm whale. We were ffty days saling from Payia to the
shore. Here we stayed five months, and took but two bun.
dred barrels sperm.  We then sailad again for Payta, where
we recruited ship, siaid a couple of weeks, and then sailed
for Tombus, where we took in wood and water.  When this
wns done, we sailed the for Gallipago Islands, where we went
for Terrapin.  The Terrapin very much resembles our large
Tugtle, only they live wholly on the land, and weigh from four
to five hundred pounds.  F'he manner of tuking them is as fol-
fows: In the morning we used in go up into the island, among
the bushes, where we usually found them feeding upon cab-
bage-irees, that they had gnawed down the night before. Af
ter finding them two of usused {o go up to them aod turn them
over upon thelr backs, then tie their legs, and swing them be-
tween us, by lashing themte our backs. We then carry them
i the boats, and from thence futhe ship.  Wesometimes keep
shem alive six months without any {ocd or deink.  They make
excellent soup, and are esteemed very healihy. They arce
worth, when brooght {o a sea-port city, from two bundred to
thise hondred dollars,  We took six hundred of these animals
in five days, and got them on board ship. ;

After this, we went again to the “ off shore™ eoast, for sperm
whale. We had the luck io take six whale after we had been
out two days.  After this we coniinued our sail to the place of
destination, where we took in etghieen hundred barrels of oil.
Here we stayed three months, and sailed for Calino, on the
coastof Peru.  After arnving at the latter place, 1 left the ship
and weant aboard of the Chavles, of London. “The Trident,
after reeruiting ship sailed for New Bedford.

The Charles, on bhoard of which I bad shipped, saifed in
about two weeks after I went aboard, for sperm, along the
const, but we had such a drunken Captain that we could not
do any business. He was not soher any of the time while we
wers oul.  After going into the port from whence we Jast sail-
ed, I left the Charles and went on hoard the Golconda, of New
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Bedford. In this vessel { stayed about nine months, during
which we fished in Punama bay with tolerable success. The
Captain was a bad man and abused the crew very much.—
From this bay we went to Payta, where | was paid off and
loft the ship.

The peaple of this place procure their waler from springs that
are nine miles off, which is brought in every morsing on asses
in what are called caliabashes, that hold from fifteen to twenty
gallons each.  Aller siaying at this place five months, myself
and two others started with one ass loaded with water and pro-
visions for Peuro, situated one hundred miles south east from
Payta. The vountry through which we passed was a sandy
desert, without a shrub or spive of grass to cheer us on our
way, At night we slept on the sand and bad no other sheliar
than the eanopy of the heavens afforded. We were five days
on cur journey. ‘Thers was no water fo be seen during our
whole journey, nor a single houss or cultivated spot. The
sands drift as the snow does in the porthern parts of America.
When { armived at the place of our destination, { engaged {3
work for Spanish gentleman called Don Franciseo, This man
owned a distillery in which 1 labored twe menths, Then }
went about 70 miles further nto the country, 1o a place eslied
Anpputaria, which was situated on the Columbian mountains.
Here ! lnbored five months on & farm, for a man named Tar-
bury., The people in this vicinity are Spaniards, and ave very
hospitable tn strangers.  Here the people live by raising sweet
potatoes, corn, coiton and sugar cane. Here 1 sayed six
months and enjoyed mysell very well. The religion of this
people is the Catholic.

The only man with whon [ had formed an acquaintance
who was [rom the United States, wasz Cape-Ced man.  This
moap and mysell had lived together from the tima ] landed at
Payta. From Apputaria we started abeut the first of March,
183¢, and went again to Peorn, where my companion died,
far from homa and friends, in n foreign land.  #He had no kind
friend to close his eyes for the last time, axcept the writer of
this sarrative, who rendered him such assistance as was in his
power to render, and when he slept in death, procured iim such
a barial as was 11 accordance with the custom of the country.

After ths desth of my friend [ stnyed about s week, and then
1aft that plaes and went to Paytn, which ia a sea port towne—
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Here § stayed but about one month before I again shipped on
board 2 whaler called the Mechanie, of Newport, Bhode Isk
and. Afler feaving this port we went down to Tombus, w bers
we took in potatoes, squashes, onions and water melons. We
ihen stecred away for the off shore ground, which is about three
thousand miles west of the coast of Pern.  Here we tock {we
whate, after which we sieered awny west until we came to the
Reupore fslands, bot we did not Jand here on aceount of the
ferocity of the natives, who were armed with heavy, carved
war-clubs.  The land appeared to bé good, but was mounsain-
ous, back from the shore. ‘T'he peopls were almost whits, but
very savage in their appearance, and went almost naked.—
What little clothing they had was made of grass wove inlo a
species of cloth, This they tied around their waists. It reach-
ed down before pearly 1o the knees.  These people have never
peritied the missionmies to lve among thews, Eaxt they wor-
ship idols made of stone.  They raise potatees and oranges of
ithe vegetable kind, and of the znimal, hogs. OF these intter,
we purchased a bog that would weigh iwo hundied pounds,
for one whule tooth.  What they do with the teeth 1 do not
know. This the natives brooght to us by swimming to the
ship, from the Iast mensioned Jslands we steored away west
by worth, about {wo thousand wiles further, when we reached
an island called Riotier, one of a group called the Society Isl-
ands. Here my time belng up, T left the ship and went among
the natives, who were & very lriendly, hospitable people. Here
I stayed fve mounths, and learned much of the customs gnd
manners of the eountry. - The people generally go naked, and
men, women and children live promiscuously together.

"Their houses are very simple, being consiracted by driving
posts into the groond and then by fustening beams mude of
round sticks io the top of {hese posts, and smaller sticks, cov-
eved with grass wove very compaotly together to the beams.
This forms the dwelling of these poor,f)ut happy people. When
the wind blows hard, or when it rains they heave up grass
mals on the side of the house towards the wind. Under this
frail covering whole families, sometimes zonsisting of tweniy or
thirty, are huddled together both by night and by day. 'if'h_e
peopls are very indolent, having every thing necessary for their
subsistence growing spontaneously around them. Their food
ig bread finit, which grows upon trees somewhat resembling
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npple trees. It grows like s apple, but as large as @ man's
head. This is prepared for eating by roasting it m the fire and
by taking off the skin. ‘Then it s sliced up the same as we
S!}i{ce ap bread for the fable. This is better than the best
wheat bread. Of this fruit they have two crops in 8 year which
issts about two months and a flf each crops  Then thay have

‘during the other parts of year two crops of Fayees, a Kind of

fruit that grows upon bushes about ten feet bigh and resembles
Jarge cucumbers. These ave ceoked by digging holes in the
ground and then muking hot fires in them and heating the same

‘a8 we heat ovens.  When the hole is sufficiently hot they clear

gut the fire, put in the fruit, wnd cover them over with large
lemves. In sbout two howrs they zre sufficiently cooked.—
When coocked, they become soft like a potatos, but much
more delicious.  There is also & root, called lea-root, which is
about four inches in diameier and two or three feet Jong.—
These, when reasted, afford 8 juice similar {0 molesses.  Be-
sides thess, they have plenty of good fish, bogs and eattle. Hor-
ses are very scarce, though I saw & few while theve. .

"The people of this place, when they make a feast, which fa
oftess, ronst & hog whole. This they do by digging a bolein
the grouad sufficiently large to put the animalin, then they
build a large fire in it and heat it, ns English people heat their
svens. hile they are making the dirt oven ready, they have
another large fire close by, where thay heat smeall round stones.
When these are sufficiently heated and the hole is also heated,
they clear oui the coals, and put s layer of the heated round
stones upon the bottom, then they lay in the bog and cover it
with large leaves, then over these a layer of the hot stones,
thien snother of the leaves, and over all, they ibrow 2 layer of
dirt.  When the hog has become properly roasted, they iake
it cut and lay it upon sticks prepared for that purpose, and the
gueats get rotnd and ead,

There is an Englishman by the pure-of Hunter. who bas a
sugar plantation on this island, and employs seventy five hands,
all natives of the countev.  He has abouwt one hundred sud
seventy Bve acres snder improvement.  The sugar manufacio-
red here is of guod quality. There is a kind of root grows here
ealled tarrow, which resembles a potrice. This s the only
vezetable that | saw cultivated on the island.  To raise these,
the people burn over a spot during the dry season, and sow the
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seed, and get it in with sticks, where the land is not very mel.
fow. [t generally will sprous, and grow without any labor being
bestowed upon it after sowing. Theroots are it for use in three
months. "'hese are cooked by roasting as we roast potatoes.
There s a missionary on s island, and the people are more
intelligent than most of the other islanders in that vicinity.w—
They are one of the most peaceable and happy people with
whom the writer war ever acquainted. They seem to be pe-
culiarly the favorites of our Great Father. Possessing one of
the most salubrious of climales, with every thing lormed in na-
ture, and growing sponlaneously for lieir support, they are
well fitted to enjoy life and all its astendant blessings.
are happy in their poverly. and contented mn their simplicity 3
and | assure my readers, that it was not without many painfnl
sensations. that § left ihis ocean ivle. and il penceful inhabit-
ants. May Gud ever be with, and preserve them for their ma-
ny acis of benevolence, shown to the wiiter of this narrative,
when a stranger thrown among them, and more than fourteen
ihonsind miles from the land of his nativity,

One day, after 1 had been en the island about five months,
T accidentally found a ship at the herhor which belonged io
Martha's Vinevard, in the United States. "T'his was the first
vesse) which | had seen since ] had heen here.  The Captain’s
name was Toby. Aller gefting acquainted with this man, he
proposed my going home with him.  He said | had not bettey
slay smong the natives anv longer—ihat my folks at home
would be glad o see me, 1 finally concinded 10 go with btm..

We sailed lrom this place sometime during the latter part of
$635, and arrived at the vineyard in the spring of 3836,

While on our homeward hound passage, we lost three men,
by being struck by & whale.

After discharging our freight at Oldiown, on the Vineyard, |
went home to New Bedford, where | stayed three months,
when | aﬁam shipped aboard of a whaler colled the Delight,
Captain Philip Sanford.  Our voyage was made to St. Domin-
€0 in twenty eight days. Here we commenced fishing, but
caiched nothing but black fsh, which we sold for potatoes,
oranges, squashes &c. Wethen went down upon the Jamaica
coasi, where we caught seven sperm whale; after this we
wenl o Mexico Bay where we took four more whale.—
Fhen we went to the Westem Islands, where we caught three
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wore large whale  We then stopped at Flores, and took m
potaices, onions, chickens, pumpking and squashes. We slop-
ad at several other of this group of Islanda on our way home.
& wera gone eight months on this voyage. Aller unloading
our ship, ¥ stayed nt New Bedford but a few weehs belure §
again left home on a visit to the Siate of New York, tosee n
cousin that § had not seen for more thaa eighteen years, This
man lives iu the town of Stockbridge, and county of Madison.
His name is Michael Wainer, & wan of good property aod of
respeciable standing. [ stayed at this place until the spring of
1838, when § went 1o Buflals, and shipped aboard of the
Steamer Wisconsin, bound 1o Detroity in the State of Michi-
gan. We had two humired and filty passengers. with_theis
goods, on: hoard,  The next trip that we made was 1o Chica-
£o, in the Stata of illinois ; our lading was the sume a8 we hnd
i our last trip.  On our return passage, I hurt my fool while
taking in wood, at Cleaveland in Ohio.  Afler this I board-
ed & few days in Buffalo, butl my fool continuing lame, 1 again
returned to Stockbridge, where 1 arrived sometiase in the mooth
of Jane, 1834, Here | lnbored for several pessons in the course
of the season. § think the people of this piace are as industre
ous and respectable as in any place with which I have been
aceuainted. They are, in general, good livers, have fewer poor
people among them, than most of the places which 1 have vis-
ited, and are very civil and courleous to strangers. They nre
principally emigrants from the New England States. The
town is beautifully situated, having the Oneida Creel, running
from sooth to north through its centre.  Upon this strerm are &
nunber of grist and saw mills.  Here would be an excellent
place for crecting manufactories of cotton or wool.  From the
gentre of this town to the Utica and Syracuse Ruil Rond i2-but
seven miles. This town produces excellent winier wheat,
corn, rye, barley and oats. 1t is called one of the richest towns
in the State of New-York.

1 now take Jeave of ihose who may herealler peruse this re-
lation of events through which the wriler has passed, during his
stay among earth’s travellers. May heaven’s choicest blessings
ever he theirs, logether with the innumerable comforts whieh
are the attendants of an eartbly piigrimage.  Good bye.

. PAUL CUFFF,

Stockbridge, N. V. March 18, 1835,



