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Take a closer look at the symbols in the current state flag and seal.

Illustrator Edmund Garrett used a Frankenstein The sword is modelled on Myles Standish’s

approach to designing the “ideal Native Amerlcgywwv‘\ broadsword, copied from the Pilgrim Hall

image for the Massachusetts flag and seal. / i Rlymouth. Standish was the military
commander for Plymouth Colony, known

His design was formally adopted by .~

) s for killing Native Americans.
the legislature on June 14,1898.

The face came from a photograph of
Thomas Little Shell, a Chippewa chief
from Mentana. Garrett called him

“a fine-specimen of an Indian” .

“The bow is an accurate
representationof one taken
from an Indian shot and

killed in Sudbury in 1665.”

Proportions for the body
-Edmund Garrett

were taken from a Native

Garrett patterned the belt skeleton dug up in Winthrop.

after the red flannel belt of
Metacomet (King Philip),
housed in the Peabody

The downward pointed arrow
Museum in Cambridge.

indicates a ‘pacified’ Native

Metacomet was a leader American.

in the first Native war of

resistance against English

coloylization. His sgvered he'ad \ The Latin motto begins:

was impaled on a pike and displayed

in Plymouth for more than 20 years as “ By the sword we seek peace...”

a war trophy.




